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current high profile 
Australian interna- 
tional had a falling 


out with his Club coach over 
the past four weeks, 

It seems that the senior 
player was erroneously over- 
looked by his coach to take 
over the captaincy when the 
regular skipper was out with 
an injury. 

Don’t be surprised if the 
‘mystery’ player asks for a 
transfer come the end of the 
season. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 
ALL AT ABSW! 


opefully, in this fes- 
tive season, we’ve 
been able to capture a 
little of the fun and mys- 


the answers next week when 
we’ll also be looking back at 
1997 and what it meant to 
our great sport. 


tery that surrounds this goo 

period in the calen- On behalf of everyone at OUTH MELBOURNE 

dar. your ABSW, may we See 
take this opportunity ff} the Bob Jane Stadium at 


6pm. 

The promotion has been 
specially designed to get the 
girls out of the kitchen for a 
few hours relaxation and 
entertainment after their hectic 
rostered Christmas duties. 

Every lady will be given 
free entry and there will be a 
Lingerie Parade in the Sports 
Bar immediately after full- 
time at the Souths v Adelaide 
City match. 


Try and 
work out who 
our ‘Mystery 
Santas’ are 
and, if you 
can’t, we'll reveal 


to say ‘thank you’ 
for your support 
throughout the year 
and wish each and 
everyone of you a 
very Merry Christmas. 


Way the road rise upp to meet you, aga 
Way the wind be always at your back, Co APIA, the 
Way the sweet rain fall on your fields, NSW Super League 
Aud may your God go with you Shy spent thet ed 
hes new triple level social club 
rooms, including an admin- 
istration centre, at 
Parramatta Road 
Camperdown recently. 


A gathering of almost 400 
excited supporters wined and 
dined at the Opening at which 
Club president Mr Tony 
Raciti stated: “This is your 
new Club for all Leichhardt 
Tigers and their friends to 


enjoy.” 
900 


AVID ZDRILIC, 

Sydney United for- 

mer ace-striker sold 
during the off-season to 
Swiss club Aarau, about half 
an hour from Zurich was 
back in Sydney for a break 
and was at the Parramatta 
Stadium to see his old club 
defeat Wollongong last 
Sunday night. 

“Aarau is coming fourth at 
the moment and I’m not get- 
ting regular games. I have 
scored two goals so far, but 
Ross Aloisi who is playing at 


Good Oil 
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ising Stars 

Match Reports 
Results/Tables 
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BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


central midfield is going great 
guns for our club. Swiss 
Soccer is extremely technical 
as well as most physical.” 

“The Lawman” returns to 
Switzerland in a fortnight for 
the second half of the Swiss 
season. 


900 


EHMET 
DURAKOVIC the 
former internation 


al of South Melbourne, cre- 
ated history in Malaysia last 
Saturday night as he cap- 
tained his giant club 
Selangor to win the 
Malaysia Cup Final 1-0 in 
extra time against Pahang. 

This was Selangor’s third 
consecutive Cup Final win, 
28th in its history and gave 
Mehmet his third Cup medal 
in as many years. 

Following a torrid battle at 
the giant Shah Alam Stadium 
in front of a capacity crowd of 
84,000, the scoreline was 
locked in at 0-0 after 90 min- 
utes, 


Bur it took just 58 seconds 


into extra time for the former 
Arsenal lethal striker Chris 
Kiwomya to streak away to 
nail in the precious ‘Golden 
Gold’ to seal the Malaysia 


GOOD OlL GOOD OlL GOOD OlL 


Mehmet Durakovic: Captained Selangor last Saturday 
night to a historic third consecutive Malaysia Cup 
Final victory. 


a seat on the crowded flight 
and is not due in until tomor- 
row night (Christmas Eve). 


President Mr Tony Raciti (dark jacket) mingling with 
Club Apia supporters. 


Cup yet once again for the 
“Red Giants’- 

Durakovic was ecstauc- 
“I'm over the moon, it was 
just fantastic, we are still cele- 
brating all over town. This 
win has given me three 
straight Cup-winners’ medals 
and to captain this splendid 
side was just the greatest hon- 


our for me. Our new coach 
Steve Wicks (former Chelsea 
centre-back) has done a mag- 
nificent job in his first season 
in Malaysian Soccer.” 
Durakovic’s wife Zumreta, 
with their two daughters, 
arrived back in Melbourne 
yesterday (Monday) but 
Mehmet himself couldn't get 


Q00 


UESS who’s back in 
town last week 
despite carrying a 


couple of extra kilos? 
None other than Marconi’s 
Scottish attacking left mid- 


” fielder Mike Smith who had 


returned to his native country 
almost two years ago, 

The former Wollongong 
City left flanker with the 
lethal crosses, suffered a bro- 
ken leg playing for Marconi. 

‘The lad with the ‘Colgate 
smile’, decided it would be 
better for him to fly back to 
Scotland till he recovered 
completely. 

Now he's back, and already 
training with Marconi, 
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The front of Club Apia’s new premises on Parramatta 


Road, Camperdown. 


Brisbane Strikers’ 
ace marksman, last 
Saturday night became 
the new record 
goalscorer of the 
national soccer league 
when he scored from 
the penalty spot for the 
current champions 
second goal against 
visiting Adelaide 
Sharks, 

Rod has now nailed 134 
goals in the league in his 
16-years playing in the 
senior ranks, breaking 
former Australian World 
Cup captain, John 
Kosmina’s previous 
record that has stood firm 
for nine years. 

Congratulations Rod 
from Good Oil, you're a 
most worthy record holder. 

But surely, was it 
absolutely necessary for 
the man in black, Brett 
Hugo, to spoil such a 
joyous occasion with a 
yellow card to Rod for 
celebrating this 
magnificent and 
marvellous achievement. 

Good Oil most certainly 
thinks not! 


Rod Brown: Record NSL 
Goal Scorer. 


wow 


A R REN 

STEWART, 
former Newcastle and 
Apia Leichhardt 
attacking centre-back 
is currently back in 
Australia, (Newcastle 
in fact), for a short 
break from his Soccer 


commitments in 
Malaysia. 
The powerful 


goalscoring centre-back 
has been playing in the 
Dunhill Malaysian 
National Soccer League for 
the past three years. 

Darren was shocked, 
then most pleasantly 
surprised by the extensive 
and coloured coverage 
ABSW gave the Malaysian 
National Soccer League in 
last week's edition. 

“T couldn't believe it, It 
was so great and I was very 
happy your paper did it, 
T’ve had so many people 


Darren Stewart: Captain 
of Malaysian club side 
Johor. 


coming up to me, friends 
included, asking me what 
Soccer is like in Malaysia, 

“When I try to tell them 
that it is great and 
technical, they seem to 
have a standard answer: 
“Yes but it’s not of a high 
standard like ours here’, 

“So when I read your 
extensive coverage, 
interviews and saw the 
mass of coloured 
photographs which all told 
the real story, I was very 
pleased,” ended Darren, 

The 31-year old quality 
and mobile defender has 
been honoured with the 
captaincy of his Malaysian 
club Johor and is under 
contract for another two 
years. 

This season just finished 
over there, Johor missed 
out in qualifying for the 
play-offs by just one point, 

Although he plays as a 
sweeper, earlier in the 
season, when Johor 
struggled for goals, they 
used Darren in a striking 
role which yielded him 
instant goals, Bight in fact. 


www 


OHNNY PERIN, it 

seems is the 
forgotten man of 
Australian Soccer. 

With monotonous 
regularity for many, many 
years in Australian Soccer 
it appears that who ever is 
industrious, diligent, loyal 
and successful, is either 
demoted or disappears 
from the scene ala John 
Perin. 

Conversely, again on the 
Australian Soccer scene, 
who ever fails, is either 
well rewarded, promoted 
within the game or is 
allowed to survive within 
in the game in some 
position. 

This applies not only to 
some coaching staff 
members but to quite a few 
of our so-called Soccer 
administrators. 

Let’s take the case of 
Johnny Perin. 

Two years ago this 
magnificent former 
Australian international 
midfielder took over the 
reins from the retiring 


Zoran Matic as coach of 
Adelaide City. What an act 
to follow. 

Perin was the first new 
coach in 10 consecutive 
years of Adelaide City’s 
NSL team. 

But Perin’s task was 
even more arduous. 

The “Black and Whites’ 
squad had been severely 
depleted by the sale of 
Tony Vidmar and Carl 
Veart plus the retirement of 
the irreplaceable and 
legendary Sergio Melta, as 
well as the midfielder Joey 
Mullen. 


Undaunted, Perin 
Tefused to open the Club's 
cheque book and raid other 
NSL clubs for 
replacements. 

Instead Perin 


courageously upgraded a 
stack of raw, but talented, 
youngsters into the ‘Black 
and Whites’ first team. 

Youngsters such as Dino 
Mennillo, Angelo 
Costanzo, Kosta 
Salapasidis and Jamie 
Perin all got upgraded in 
one hit. 

Tt was well expected by 
one and all that with so 
many young ‘transplants’ 
coming into the first team 
the ‘Black and Whites’ 
would understandably 
struggle for a year or two 
till the new material 
blended in with the 
seasoned Alex Tobins, 
Milan Ivanovics and 
Bradley Hassells, But no. 

Perin’s protégés refused 
to fail, made life most 
miserable for far more 
established and matured 
NSL sides, and in fact 
lifted the “Black and 
Whites’ into the Top Six 
play-offs. 

No wonder John Perin in 
his first year in charge of 
Adelaide City easily won 
the prestigious ‘Coach Of 
The Year’ award (1996). 

Within weeks after his 
award, John Perin was left 
unemployed. 

So what’s my point after 
all this? 

Today John Perin still 
remains without a club in 
the Ericsson National 
Soccer League. 


wer 


Johnny Perin: ‘Coach of 
the Year’ but 
unemployed. 
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AUL TRIMBOLI, 
arguably 
Australia’s most 
intelligent player, must 
be wondering what he 
really has to do to get a 
game, or even an 
appearance, in the 
Australian team, 
Inthe _current 
Confederations Cup being 
played in Saudi Arabia 
Australia despite some 
credible results in Round 1, 
struggled for a playmaker, 
an ‘engineer’ to make 
things happen for 
Australia. 
This was evident last 
week especially against the 


Paul Trimboll: Highly 
gifted, but highly 
ignored, 


, GOOD 


Saudis, when Trimboli was 
surely the answer to come 
on for the second half. 
Sure ‘Trimmers’ is a 
quality striker. But he is 
also a playmaker as every 
single South Melbourne 
fan has known for the last 


10 years. 
Trimboli can create the 
unexpected. He’s 


unpredictable and his 
service to any strike-line 
oozes with quality. 

Remember what he did 
to New Zealand just a few 
years ago in Newcastle 
during the Trans Tasman 
Cup? 

With the equally 
intelligent Craig Foster 
alongside ‘Trimmers’ 
Australia’s penetration 
could become ever so 
much more lethal. 


wow 
fo} N he 
LABBOZZETTA, 


long-serving president 
of Club Marconi, was 
in attendance in France 
for the 1998 World 
Cup draw. 

Whilst in France, Mr 
Labbozzetta had a brief 
chat to Italy’s coaching 
supremo Cesar Maldini and 
World Cup sweeper 
Costacurta. 


Tony Labbozzetta: Club 
Marconi’s president in 
France. 


www 


ARK KOUSSAS, 
the former 
Sydney Olympic World 
Youth striker will be 


Ik GOOD OIL 


conducting Soccer 
Clinics (Gladesville 
Elite Soccer Schools) 
on January 12 at the 
Holy Cross College in 
Ryde. 

The five day program 
will be open to boys and 
girls aged 7-16 years with 
the course costing $12. 


www 


OOD OIL would 
like to wish all 
readers and their 
families a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe 
and healthy New Year. 
Most importantly, drive 
safely over the Christmas 
break. 


Children practising Soccer skills (right) — Mark 
Koussas watching. 


MARCONI STADIUM 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 
KICK-OFF 7.00PM 
EARLY GAME 5.00PM 


Zoran Matic 


i 
John Kosmina 


Proudly Seouored 2, BRESCIA FURNITURE 
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'n our final part to this 

series we once again pose 

the question to those 
involved in the World Game 
here in Australia; 

Tf Soccer Australia asked 
you for five changes needed 
today to impove Soccer in 
this country, what would 
they be? 


Stuart Beedie 
(Youth Coach) 

1/ Promote the NSL prop- 
erly, 

2/ Encourage the Youth 
set-up, which is in good 
shape at present, 

3/ Asian team focus at 
club and national level, 
bringing in much needed 
finance, 

4/ Stem the flow of play- 
ers, from Youth system, 
going directly overseas with- 
out any involvement in the 
NSL, 

5/ Work out a registration 
and transfer system, stop- 
ping dual registrations, 


tk 


Steve Darby 
(Former Coach) 

I/ Re-focus finance back 
into the NSL, 

2/ Concentrate on promot- 
ing the Olyroo side now, 

3/ Bring in people like 
Farina/Kosmina into the 
national coaching structure, 

4/ Establish a ‘think tank’ 
with the shareholders so they 
know how they can con- 
tribute — not just a ‘talkfest” 
like last time, 

5/ Develop strong links 
with Asia at both club and 
national level. 


bog 


Nick Guoth 
(Media & Referee) 

1/ Get involved with Asia 
at club and national level, 

2/ More games for the 
national side, thus gaining 
international experience, 

3/ Increase sponsorship in 
the NSL itself, 

4/ Commercial TV cover- 
age is a must, 

5/ Longer-term aim of 
promotion and relegation in 
the NSL. 


hk 


Micky Brock 
(Editor ABSW/Media) 

1/ Structure needs looking 
at from grass roots upwards, 

2/ Increased promotion of 
the game by SA and the clubs, 

3/ Aim at joining an Asian 
competition or Confederation, 
we've completely outgrown 
Oceania, 

4/ Full-time professional 
ism, from players to market- 
ing etc,, 

5/ Commercial TV (with 
commentators that can do the 
job!) 


tk 


Aidan Ormond 
(Media) 

1/ Asia for Socceroos. 
Asian qualifiers and Asian 
Championships. Oceania is a 
waste of our valuable time, 
we need the tough competi- 
tion in order to improve, 

2/ Asia for NSL. An 
Asian Champions’ League 


for Australia’s top two sides, 
providing real financial and 
professional incentive to 
make Grand Final, 

3/ An Ericsson Cup 
Premier League and First 
Division. Both ten team with 
promotion/relegation, again 
giving incentive for teams to 
improve, 

4/ Ericsson Cup Premier 
League to be broadcast on 
commercial TV, 

5/ Greater emphasis on 
regional teams, in both 
Teagues, and on individual 
players in the marketing of 
the overall game. 


tok 


team of good technical ones, 

4/ Keep working on the 
Socceroos, build NOW for 
the next World Cup, 

‘5/ Focus on teams like the 
Olyroos and Youth teams, 
with ALL national teams 
working hand-in-hand to 
build a top national side. 


wk 


Alan Davidson 
(Current player, 
former international) 
1/ The issue of many 
clubs going bankrupt needs 
to be addressed immediately. 
2/ Restructure the ‘fee and 
fine’ system. TV. dictates 


BY STUART JONES 


1/ Priority number one is 
the NSL. Market and nurture 
it, 

2/ Clubs have to run their 
own affairs, the NSL should 
be run by a combination of 
the clubs and not outside 
forces, 

3/ Clubs need to negotiate 
their own TV rights. At pre- 
sent, TV coverage means 
clubs have to play a certain 
amount of games on certain 
nights throughout the sea- 
son, 

4) Restructure the admin- 
istration of the game so that 
the money goes back to the 
clubs. Also, review the fin- 
ing of players in areas such 


David Hil 


Jimmy Rooney 
(Ex-Socceroo) 

1/ The game has to look 
forward, we need to focus on 
NSL and improve its image. 
That will bring the crowds 
back, 

2/ Youth League is the 
best thing that has happened 
to Australia. We need to pro- 
mote it and encourage its 
competitiveness, 

3/ Overseas clubs seem to 
be looking for runners rather 
than skilful players. We 
need to encourage more skil- 
ful players, rather than a 


when clubs play, 

3/ Pool money from the 
NSL clubs so as to market 
the game as a national com- 
petition, % 

4/ There should be a com- 
mittee formed by all the 
clubs so they can work 
together and have their own 
future in their own hands, 

5/ Use players in the 
Socceroo set-up who will be 
around for the next World 
Cup NOW! 


ake 


Ken Worden (Coach) 


Micky Brock: 


With daughter Saraid. 


Centre of the argument? 


as red and yellow cards. Do 
not pool all the money into 
the national team at the 
expense of the national 
league, 

5/ The clubs must stop 
being scared of each other 
and unite for the benefit of 
the game in this country. 


tok 


Robert Stanton 
(Current Player) 

1/ Kids at a younger age 
need to have the emphasis 
on technique rather than 
winning, 

2/ NSL; every club needs 
to be heading toward profes- 
sionalism, 

3/ One team towns need 
to use Perth as a model to. 
build up support, 

4/ The Socceroos should 
have a home and overseas- 
based team. The local boys 
should play more games 
straight away to keep up the 
momentum of the MCG, we 
may also discover a great 
future player that way, 

5/ The Socceroos need to 
be a part of the Asian Cup, 
so they can compete on 
something like the African 
Nations Cup, the Copa 
America or the European 
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Championships every four 
years. 


ak 


Michael Cockerill 
(Media) 

1/ Leadership by consen- 
sus, 

2/ More focus on the 


Frank Arok: Kids U/12 should not play on full-size 


Ante Grbovac 
(Media) 

1/ Introduce a ten team 
NSL with a second division, 
First past the post are cham- 
pions with 36 games played. 
All teams to have adequate 
stadium criteria passed, 

2/ FA Cup style pre-sea- 
son competition, 

3/ More money going into 
promotion of the NSL, 

4/ A ‘Champion of 
Champions’ competition 
encompassing Oceania and 
Asia, 

5/ More games for the 
Socceroos against tougher 
opposition, even bringing 
out top club sides once 
more. 


kk 


pitch 


NSL, 

3/ Asian competition for 
both the Socceroos and NSL 
clubs, 

4/ Australian born coach 
of the Socceroos, 

5/ A decent marketing 
program, 


ak 


Frank Arok (Coach) 

1/ Kids under 12 should 
not play on big pitches and 
no points should be awarded 
for the games, 

2/ Stop the ‘British’ style 
of coaching kids at young 
ages, 

3/ Prepare the talent 
before they are 12, after this 
they will learn so easily, 

4/ Use more home-based 
players in the Socceroos to 


ie 


~ Robbie Stanton: Emphasise technique rather than 
winning. 


build a real team atmos- 
here, 

5/ Make the coach of the 
Socceroos accept that his 
role is not ‘just a job’, he has 
to be someone who hus pas- 
sion and can build a team 
and manage people, 


tk 


It is difficult to quan- 
tify opinions, but below 
is an attempt at it. In 
general terms, the one 
thing most people want- 
ed to see was an efnpha- 
sis/review and re-invigo- 
ration of the NSL, with 
better games for the 
Socceroos running a 
fairly distant second 
place, 

So while Soccer 
Australia continue the 
emphasis on the national 
team — despite the fact 
they didn’t qualify for 
the World Cup — per- 
haps they should be 
looking at the grass roots 
first? 


ak 


Areas mentioned in 
the 50 responses (5 
points each) 

1/ Promote NSL (review 
etc); 30%. 

2/ More Socceroo games 
(better quality etc) : 15% 

3/ Youth emphasis: 13% 

4/ Asian focus (NSL and 
Int ete): 11% 

5/ Leadership 
Soccer Australia: 10% 


from 


Stuart Jones 


In terms of the reaction 
for and against David Hill it 
appears as divided as ever, 
while in terms of the coach- 
ing position, there seems to 
be around double the support 
for an Australian-based 
coach. 

In the end, the leadership so 
many look for will come 
about when administrators ask 
people involved within the 
game these same questions, 
and then the most important 
people of all — the support- 
ers! 

Notice it is not written 
‘PUBLIC’ but soccer support 
ers. If you ask the public how 
to change a game they know 
nothing about, you may as 
well change the name and call 
the sport something else as il 
will appear: in some totally 
unknown format. 

The supporters know 
what will bring others inte 
the game. No supporters, n¢ 
game and, therefore, NC 
ADMINISTRATORS! 

Think on that as you 
digest the information we 
have presented over the las 
three weeks. 

When you've done that 
let us know how you fee 
about it... 


Dr Theodorakopoulos: 
Master of mind games! 


Phil Murphy 


‘olyes coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos 
is into psychology. 


The players came to that 
conclusion afier the stunning 3- 
0 win over Perth Glory in Perth 
(thus denting the ‘hoodoo’ of 
away form that this column 
pointed out the week prior), 
Marker, Jason Connolly, had 
been suspended the previous 
week when Wolves thrashed 
Canberra 8-0. 
Theodorakopoulos named his 
team to play in Perth, but 
Connolly was named on the 
bench and David Huxley had 


retained his place at the back. 
Connolly confronted the 
coach to ask why he was being 
left out and, after the Saturday 
morning training session in WA, 
he became quite angry, Forty 
minutes before the kick-off the 
following day, the wily coach 
told Connolly that he had 
changed his mind and he was in 


Tooheys Toast 
Knights 


assisting with marketing and 
promotional ideas. 

“We will develop Knights 
Stadium as the jewel in the 
crown of Melbourne's west,” 
he added, 

Melbourne Knights general 
manager, Sebastian Italia, 
noted: “It’s great to have a 
large company showing faith 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
rewing giants 
Tooheys have joined 

Melbourne Knights in 
more than just an 
average sponsorship. 

While Tooheys will be 

providing their béer products 
to the Knights, they wil also 


play roles in stadium inthe Knights. 
development and marketing “The fact that Tooheys 
of the club sees us an investment 


“We want to help this club 
grow,” said Tooheys Victoria 
Managing Director Mr Peter 
Reidie, 

“So far it has done it all on 
its own. We see opportunities 
for expansion and we will be 


opportunity puts paid to those 
who question the club’s 
future.” 

This is good news for one 
of Melbourne's proudest 
clubs, with a fine record in 
producing top players. 


Confederations 
Cup Prize Money 


IFA, the sport’s 
world governing 
body, has revealed the 
prize money on offer 
for the competitors in 
the Confederations 
Cup that concluded 
yesterday in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia: 
First place: Winners 
receive US$1.5 million 
Second place; Runners- 
up receive US$1.375 
million 
‘Third and Fourth placed 
teams receive US$1.25 
million and those teams 


knocked out in the round- 
robin section of the 
tournament each received 
US$750,000. 

Australia are now 
certain to have helped 
themselves to a very tidy 
sum, although rumours 
persist that if the players 
do not receive a larger 
slice of the pie from 
Soccer Australia, they will 
take strike action in the 
Optus four-nations 
tournament (a non-FIFA 
sanctioned event) to be 
held soon in Australia. 


the side and would mark Bobby 
Despotovski. 

‘That proved bad news for the 
Perth striker — Connolly had a 
“blinder’, He won every ball in 
the air and did a great job on his 
opponent, one of the deadliest 
strikers in Australia. 

Ironically, both Connolly and 
Despotovski were sent-off after 
ped incidents in the second 


Meanwhile the decision by 
‘Theodorakopoulos to head west 
with his players a day earlier 
than last season’s game against 
Glory tuned out to be a master 
stroke. 

‘The ‘Wolf Pack’ arrived in 
WA on Friday evening. On the 


Saturday they relaxed at Ascot 
Races and came across the 
‘omen’ bet of the year. 

In race three there was a 
horse named “Wolf Pack’, and 
players and supporters backed 
it 


The horse led early on and 
‘was still in front with ten metres 
to go but, unfortunately, it was 

on the line. 

The other ‘Wolf Pack’ 
proved a better betting 
proposition 24 hours later, 
leading the field and devouring 
their opponents with a 
particularly strong finish on a 


try track! 
eed 


Falcons 
Fighting Back 


Damian Tripodi and 
Se cAlgan Ornobd 


Dirt: trying 
economic conditions 
in the Latrobe Valley, the 
local community and the 
Falcons are starting to fly 
high, thanks to a 
concerted effort by the 
club and its growing 
Support. 

A recent telethon with 
commercial radio station 
3GG, and a growing number 
of memberships have resulted 
in a surge of local interest, as 
evinced by the Falcons’ home 
support (over 4,000 turned up 
to see Carlton). 

Of course, the form of the 
team has also helped, with 
“Arok’s Wonders’ stunning 
sides higher up on the ladder. 
And players like Tony 
Sekulic, Jimmy Kourtis and 
Archie Thompson would not 


be out of place in any squad in 
the country. 

‘The positivity surrounding 
the club is powered by an 
imaginative and hard working 
board, whose business 
acumen has resulted in a 
potentially very bright future 
for the Victorian side. 

The spirit in this beautiful 
part of Victoria is very strong, 
and harnessed properly, the 
power of the Falcons may 
continue to shock the rest of 
Australia, Watch out, the 
Falcons and the Latrobe 
Valley are fighting back, and 
flying high. 


Lakers Logo 


To 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
s mentioned in last 
.week’s ABSW, South 
Melbourne will remove 
its ‘Lakers’ nickname. 

Tt will change after the club 
discovered they could be in 
breach of trademark laws 
while using the Lakers name 


Go 


and logo. 

American basketball club, 
Los Angeles Lakers, wrote a 
letter to South asking them to 
get rid of the Lakers tag. 

South Melbourne’s logo 
will also have to change with 
both a new nickname and 
badge expected to be in place 
at the start of the next season. 


Perth Glory directors need to 
have another chat with some 
of their supporters. 

The Glory crowd have done a 
great job in backing their team 
since they were accepted into 
the Ericsson Cup, however, 
there were racist chants and 
some very crude songs directed 
at the Wollongong players. 

These songs should definitely 
not be sung with so many 
children about, 

Nick Tanna, Glory 
Chairman, conceded he was 
concerned about _—the 
development and said that 
notices have been placed in 
programs and some players have 
even appealed to fans to clean 
up their act. 

‘What a great shame if these 
fans don’t take heed of their 
Chairman and players. 


ww 


The Wolves consortium 
became a 
Wednesday. 

Legal papers were drawn up 
and 20 consortium members are 
now in control of the club. 

‘The Sunday prior, Ilawarra 
Soccer Association held their 
AGM and clubs also voted to 
join the consortium, 


The upshot is that the ISA 
will contribute $50,000 and 
have a say in the running of 
Wollongong City. 

This is a great sign of co- 
operation between the local 
association and the national 
Teague club, who appear to be 
on the move both on and off the 
field. 


reality last 


HOLY CROSS 
SOCCER CLUB 


FEDERATION SIDE 


1st & 2nd grade pre-season trials 
& training for the 1998 season 
commences: 


Every Wednesday & Friday 
during January 1998 
Time: 7.00PM 


Venue: Holy Cross College 


Buffalo Road, Ryde 
For further information contact: 


Tony GENOVESE 
02 9342 6179 
0411 622 574 


MORE EL TEL DOWN 


UNDER, SAYS FRANK 


By Glenn Davies 


rank Farina has welcomed Terry 

Venables’ continuation with the 
Socceroos, but he believes the contract 
needs clarification. 

Farina believes Venables is one of the best 
coaches in the world but wants Soccer Australia 
take more benefit from his presence. 

‘It's fine to have Venables around but in four 
years time, if he decides to leave, where will we 
be?’, Farina wrote in the Strikers’ match day 
program. 

‘Hopefully not in the position we were faced 
with this time where everyone was asking who 
would replace Venables as coach.’ 

Farina also believes the current coaching 
structure in this country needs an overhaul. 

“In my opinion there should be one coach for 
the U17s and Youth teams and another coach 
who is charged with the responsibility of 
leading our Olympic and Socceroo sides to 
glory. = 

‘Obviously Venables is the person for our 
senior coaching job and I think soccer in this 
country will only benefit from his 
involvement.’ 

Frank also feels the future of Australian 
soccer under Venables is bright, but like most 
of us believes there’s a distinct need for 
Australia to move into the Asian qualifying 


group. 

“Every other country in'the world has groups 
that they compete in when qualifying for the 
World Cup, and I believe not having a regular 


home-and-away series of 
disadvantages us.” 

He also thinks local Ericsson Cup coaches 
also need exposure to Venables’ coaching 
methods and the way in which he organises his 
squad, 

Without knowing the terms of the contract, 
Farina feels soccer would not be getting the full 
benefit of Venables‘ appointment if he was only 
present in Australia for two or three months per 
year. 


qualifiers 


Frank Farina. 
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& ABSW 


SOCCER'S 
TROGLODYTES 


Dear Sir, 

Congratulations on your editorial comment, 
9-12-97, supporting Soccer Australia, Terry 
Venables and the Socceroos. 

It’s about time that someone spoke out 
against those “Troglodytes of Soccer’ who are 
always there ‘knocking’ the decision makers 
when things don’t turn out perfectly. 

It was inevitable, I suppose, that we should 
hear a number of these whingers calling for 
mass sackings of administrators and coaches 
following Australia’s failure to reach the World 
Cup, but what really gets up my nose is that 
yery few of them, as you clearly pointed out, 
offer any credible alternatives. 

In fact, their reaction reminds me of a scene 
from the film ‘Jurassic Park’. Dinosaurs on the 
rampage, lots of noise and commotion, but very 
little thought and analysis. 

For instance, let’s take a closer look at these 
so called ‘chief soccer writers’ of the national 
dailies, as they like themselves to be known. 

Has someone cloned these people from the 
DNA taken 20 or 30 years ago, when soccer in 
this country was almost universally a strange 
and alien word? Back then young kids didn’t 
have the opportunity to play games in schools 
and women’s soccer was something really off 
the planet. 

They don’t want to go forward with the 
vision that put David Hill in the driver's seat 
after the soccer summit a few years ago. 

They whinge about the cost of cup cam- 
paigns in one breath, but then call for more 
internationals ‘with meaning’ in another? 

Of course, they don’t address the problem of 
funding, which is only possible using high pro- 
file, and therefore, more expensive, people, 
players and coaches, and without taking risks. 
They play down the quality of the 
Confederation Cup, but call for the Socceroos 


to have more involvement in international foot- 
ball competitions. 

I think that these media whingers are the 
‘ones who should resign. They can hardly do 
their job anyway. 

Too often during both the Ericsson Cup or 
State League season you could be forgiven for 
thinking that Soccer in this country had stopped 
altogether, sometimes the only soccer news 
appearing in the daily news coming from other 
countries over the wires courtesy of AAP. Are 
they out to lunch or what? 

Why don’t they get off their pompous back- 
sides and really start working to get regular and 
informative reporting and exposure in their 
national dailies, for Australian Soccer, with sto- 
ries of interest and some positive national 
ideals. Perhaps they can take some tips from 
Rugby league or Aussie Rules and their 
brethren, 

Tt makes you sick to read the sycophantic 
drivel of some of these people as they call for a 
smaller national league — principally based in 
Sydney or Melbourne. Don’t they realise that 
what is needed for soccer to grow in this coun- 
try is expansion. 

Sure, support the application of Northern 
Spirit, but not at the expense of Newcastle, 
Canberra or Gippsland. 

This game, at its highest level, needs to be 
taken to more country areas and for the expo- 
sure to be regionalised., 

As a director of a foundation National 
Soccer League club in the late seventies, I and 
many others worked tirelessly to promote the 
game in centres that did not possess the tradi- 
tional Soccer strengths of the larger metropoli- 
tan locations at that time. 

We were, I believe, only partly successful, as 
the political dinosaurs of Soccer constantly 
white-anted attempts at expansion, After all, 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


number for verification. 


play each other three or four 
times? 

How boring! 

Of course many other 
areas need to be addressed 
and are too numerous to be 
canvassed here and now, but 1 
believe that they are being 
pursued by Soccer Australia 
— 85,000 plus emotional 
fans was ample proof, if it 
were ever needed, that Soccer 
has a big future. 

Now is not the time to 
think small. 

FIFA’s confidence in the 
World Game, with the 


The Edi 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 
WEEKLY 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


announcement of million dol- 
lar grants to its world federa- 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


their power bases (ethnic and overseas) were 
under threat. 

But there were some occasional successes, A 
truly national profile was initiated, many play- 
ers gained popular national recognition, 
grounds were 
improved, and the 
electronic media 
finally realised that 
the market was wider 
and more viable than 
a few suburban 
pockets of Sydney, 
Melbourne and 
Adelaide. 

National profile 
players took the 
game into schools, 
national school com- 
petitions were 
strengthened and 
more. 

With the assistance of Soccer Australia, I 
believe the time is ripe for more teams from 

i Australia. 

But where will the players come from you 
ask? I believe they are already there and just 
waiting for the chance, in fact the whole Soccer 


Aus 


SOCCER 


TRALIA 


tions over the next few years, 
should hasten the promise of 
bringing, to all soccer follow- 
ers, an opportunity to appre- 
ciate the game at its highest 
national and international 


industry has the promise of job growth, coach- 
es, players, management etc. 
It might even keep some of these state insti- 


: level 
tute of sport graduates from looking, as a first ti : é 
priority, to overseas trials. ae 50 spp prOr 
Reducing the size with back stabbing and bick- 
of the national com- “8: no 
Lage What we need in this 
Petition will not stOP country is a period of stabil 


the player drain over- 
seas, why would it? 

Will reducing the 
league provide the 
massive salaries some 
think are necessary to 
stop the player exo~ 
dus? I think not! With 
less national expo- 
sure, sponsors (and 
media) will rethink 
their national com- 
mitments, 

It’s simple maths, 


ty. Expand the league and 
keep it constant for at least 
five years. 

Re-appoint Terry Venables 
(after all, he’s only had the 
job for 12 months or so, 
allied to which, an almost 
perfect record to date), and 
forget this nonsense about 
‘appointing unproven, young 
Australian coaches who have 
yet to string more than one 
successful local, never mind 


less national teams from regional areas, less seni Seren ogee) 
national Soccer superstars — and J am not just 4 Je I a oe 
talking about the ones that actually attend ae Ieee) archae- 
games. The league also needs more games if lopists, a hens 
players are to be full-time. What will happen if N KG 
the number of teams is reduced? Have them igunnawal, 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


‘First Round' Championship 


‘The Package Includes: 


Package 
(Prices per person) 


7 Match Category 3 
‘7 Match Category 2 
7 Match Category 4 
Single Supplement. 


CUP WINNER 
1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALY 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


5.225 
5.462 
1,260 


4974 GERMANY 
4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 
4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 

4994 USA 


(inc. Fi 


Package 
(Peices per person) 


‘ watch cateyorys 
{8 Match Category 2 
1 Match Category 1 
Single Supplement 


WE WERE THERE ind Championship (inc. Finals) 


~ 
MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN a 2 = 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE Return 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 
SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


6567 


7257 
8297 


4280 | 1970 


44202 
12,559 


Le No, TAIS2 
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SOUTHERN DIVISION 


Ibury Wodonga scored a 2-1 away win to Altona 

Magic on Saturday. Quentin O’Grady got the visitors 

way to a fine start with a goal after only five 

minutes, but Steve Markovski equalised after 23-minutes 

had elapsed. The winner came right on the stroke of half- 
time, netted by John Tudor. 

The VIS had a comfortable seven-nil win over Heidelberg 
United, marked by four goals from striker Zoran Petreyski. He 
started proceedings with a goal after 20 minutes, but Heidelberg 
restricted VIS to that goal until Ovein popped up with the first 
of his double after 42 minutes, and Arcuri sealed the result with 
a third just on half-time. Petrevski cut loose late in the second- 
half with three goals inside sixteen minutes - 72, 82 and 88, 
before Ovein scored his second in the last minute, 

Gippsland Falcons overpowered South Melbourne Rockets 
by six goals to one at Bob Jane Stadium with two goals from 
Archie Thompson and singles from Marcus Wallace, Luke 
Cheney, Paul Byme and John Hutchinson. Aytec Yilmaz put the 
Rockets ahead in the third minute, but thereafter Gippsland were 
in control after Thompson got his first five minutes later. 

Melbourne Knights beat Bullen Inter by two goals to one. 
All the goals came in the second half, with Damon Collina 
breaking the drought in 67 minutes only for Michael Gullino to 
get Bulleen on terms two minutes later. Matthew Govic scored 
the winner with five minutes left to play. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


“ he Australian Institute of sport beat NSW Institute by 
2-0, Mile Sterjovski, after 21, and Mare Bresciano, 61 
minutes, were the scorers. 

Newcastle Breakers and UTS Olympic drew 2-2 in 
Newcastle, all the goals coming in the first-half, with Greg 
Owen opening for Newcastle after 27, and they added the 
second after 32 minutes of play. Leo Carle pulled one back a 
couple of minutes later, then tied the scores from the penalty 
spot two minutes before the interval. 

Joe Bruni’s goal, on the half-hour, gave Marconi a narrow 
win over Sydney United Colts. 

On Sunday Sydney United and Wollongong City drew two- 
all. Tony Krslovic scored both goals for Sydney United and 
these were cancelled out by strikes from Colin Luff and 
Christian Zelvis. 

‘A Mark Hapgar hat-trick took Marconi Colts to a three-two 
win over UTS Olympic Colts. Liam Austin had put Olympic 
Colts ahead in 9 minutes and P Nazam also got on the 
scoresheet for Olympic. 


Tor SCORERS 
SOUTHERN DivIsiON 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton He 
Festim Zekeri Mel Knights 7 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


Mile Sterjovski AIS 2 
Marco Bresciano AIS 8 
Daniel Watkins NSWIS 7 
Joe Bruni Marconi 7 


NAW ON AIRY OU MHEGEAG UE 


SOUTHERN Division 


Altona Magic 1 Albury Wodonga 2 
O'Grady, Tudor 
VIS 7 Heidelberg Utd oO 
Petrevski 4, Ovein 2, Arcuri 
Sth Mel Rockets 1 Gippsland Falcons 6 
Vilmaz Thompson 2 
Wallace 
Cheney 
Byme 
Hutchinson 
Mel Knights 2 Bullen Inter 1 
Collina, Govic Gullino 
Carlton 2 Sth Melbourne 0 
Allsopp, Grbac 


Bentleigh Greens - Bye 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


Newcastle Breakers 2 UTS Olympic 2 

Owens, O'Ogrady Carle 2 

AIS 2 NSWIS 2 

Sterjovski, Bresciano 

Syd Utd Colts 0 Marconi Fairfield 1 
Bruni 1 

Marconi Colts 3 UTS Colts 2 

Haggar 3 Austin, Nazam 

Sydney Utd 2 Wollongong City 2 

Krslovic 2 Luff, Zelvis 


ACTAS & QAS - Bye 


FIXTURES 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Saturpay, Dec 27, 1997 
Heidelberg United v Melbourne Knight (4pm, Olympic 
Village) 
Bentleigh Greens v Albury Wadonga (4pm, Kingston 
Heath) 


Sunpay, Dec 28, 1997 
Gippsland Falcons v VIS (3.30pm, Falcons Stadium) 
Sth Melbourne v Sth Mel Rockets (3.30pm, Bob Jane 
Stadium) 
Bullen Inter, Altona Magic & Carlton - Bye 


NorTHERN Division 
Saturpay, Dec 27, 1997 
Marconi Fairfield v Newcastle Breakers (4.30pm, 
Marconi Stadium) 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 

PW ODL F APts 
Mel Knights 10 8 0 2 38 1224 
Carlton 98 01 9 3% 
Gippsland 9 8 0 1 20 624 
vis 9 6 0 3 2 1218 
Heidelberg 9 4°14 1 1613 
Bull Inter 8 3 1 4 10 1410 
Ben Greens 9 3°15 9 1710 
A Wodonga 9 207 12 166 
South Mel 9 1 2 6 Il 185 
Alt Magic 9 2 6rail-267 5 
Sth Mel Rock 8 1 1 6 8 364 

NORTHERN DIVISION 

P WODUL F APts 
AIS H 8 2 1 SI 1026 
UTS Oly 10 6 2 2 2 1620 
QAs 5 4 2 2% 1419 
W'gong City 10 5 3 2 2% 1918 
ACTAS 10 4 3 3 13 2415 
Marconi 10 4 2 4 17 1814 
Marconi Colts 04 2 4 16 214 
Newcastle B 9 3 3 3 6 UR 
Syd Utd 2 5 3 2% Bil 
NswIs 102 26 4178 
UTS Colts 0 2 1 7 14327 
Syd Utd Colts Cie aes lee ae ae) 


WANTED 


BRUNSWICK CITY 
SOCCER CLUB 


COACHES & TEAM MANAGERS 
FOR SENIORS & RESERVES 
JUNIORS UNDER 8-16 
Michael Contos — 9384 0208 (AH) 
or 
Nick Koutoulis on 9383 6779 (AH) 
Applications must be received 
by 
Friday 2nd January 1998 


Sunpay, Dec 28, 1997 
Wollongong City v Marconi Colts 
(4pm, Brandon Park) 

UTS Olympic v ACTAS (4pm, 
Belmore Sports Ground) 

Syd Utd, Syd Utd Colts - Bye 

NB (UTS Olympic v AIS & NSWIS - 
already played) 


HOW......? 
With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 


Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


© 0419 622 685 
9601 1761 A.H. 
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PERTH GLORY wnsssessssscesseeeseet CANBERRA COSMOS.....ccsscscseced 


By Richard Kreider 


decimated Perth Glory 

was still able to secure 
a valuable point from their 
1-1 draw with Canberra 
Cosmos at Perth Oval last 
Sunday night. 

With seven regular first 
team players sidelined 
through suspension or 
injury, there was not the 
slightest chance there would 
be a similar result to that of 
last season when Glory 
thrashed the visitors 6-0. 

To further aggravate the 
situation, Tom Maras was 
replaced by Tony Franken in 
goal for the second half after 
he sustained an ankle injury 
during the pre-match warm 
up. 


“Three points would have 
been a nice Christmas pre- 
sent, but I have to say T am 
more than happy with the 
point considering the num- 
ber of players we had miss- 
ing,” said Glory coach Gary 
Marocchi. 

“Canberra have one win 
and five draws out of their 
last seven games, and 
deserved to get a point 
here,” he surmised. 

Although the first half 
contained very little goal- 
mouth action, referee 
Eugene Brazzale handed out 
six yellow cards, five of 
which were shown to the 
visitors, 

Perth skipper, Gareth 
Naven, broke through with 
the opening goal in the 49th 
‘minute with a 30 metre rock- 


et that brought the 12,000 
plus crowd to life. 

However it took only two 
minutes for the visitors to 
respond, this time through 
Ante Moric, whose curling 
shot had Franken beaten, but 
not Peter Vukmirovic, who 
was perfectly positioned on 
the goal line to save the day. 

Canberra eventually drew 
level in the 65th minute 
when Moric delivered the 
perfect pass from the right 
by-line to Ivan Zelic, who 
had no trouble in finding the 
net with a deft volley. 

Vlad Beretovac and 
James Afkos — both making 
their debut for Glory — 
played well throughout but 
in the 74th minute Afkos 
was stretchered off, causing 
yet another scare in the Perth 


HOT MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


camp. 

Thankfully the knock was 
not as serious as first 
thought. 

Afkos was substituted by 
Ericsson Cup debutant 
Simon Harland, from the 
local Premier League club 
Sorrento. His services were 
required simply because of 
the dearth of fit Glory play- 
ers, 

Perth's fourth consecutive 
home fixture is against 
Sydney United, and it should 
be a cracker. Hopefully the 
uncertain Glory defence, 
which was not really capi- 
talised on by Cosmos, will 
not be in evidence against 
the high-flyers from Sydney. 


Q00 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS .....000000:2 MARCONI FAIRFIELD... 


a 


John Rigas 


Mieune Kinights 
recorded a much need- 
ed 2-1 victory over Marconi 
at Knights stadium on 
Sunday, 

‘The game should have been 
over at half-time as the 
Knights destroyed Marconi in 
every department, creating 
chances at will. 

Knights star striker Tom 
Pondeljak was forced out of 
the starting line-up with a leg 
injury, however he sat of the 
bench for this encounter, 

The Knights started off like 
a house on fire and it came as 
no surprise when John 
Didulica vollyed home the 
opening goal in the seventh 
minute, 

Melbourne ran the 
Fairfielders around with their 
blistering pace and skill. In the 


25th minute 
Ivan Kelic 
crossed the ball 
to Damian 
Vojtek, who 
beat one 
defender and in 
the process 
powered his 
shot past Ante 
Covic. 

A Gabriel 
Mendez free-kick was the 
closest Marconi came to scor- 
ing as his 30 metre effort flew 
narrowly wide of the goal in 
the 29th minute. 

Five minutes before the 
break Marconi had an impact 
‘on the scoreboard, with mid- 
fielder Vlado Zoric scoring 
after a scramble in penalty 
box. 

Striker Ice ‘The Iceman’ 
Kutlesovski nearly increased 
Melbourne’s lead as he beat 
Covic, but not the woodwork, 


in the 43rd 
minute. 

Tt was a 
different 
game in the 
second half 
as Marconi 
pressed for- 
ward on sev- 
eral occa- 
sions but 
could not 
find the equalising goal. 

‘The Stallions’ best opportu- 
nity arrived in the 58th 
minute, but Dragi Nastevski 
cleared the ball off the line 
after a Sean Babic shot. 

Five minutes later an 
unmarked Ivan Kelic shot nar- 
rowly past the post, and he 
should have added another 
goal for the Knights later. 

Considering the loss, the 
normally stoic Marconi coach 
Zoran Matic was a relaxed 
man, stating: “We conceded 


COLOSIMO’S CRACKER LIGHTS UP DERBY 


two early goals, we had to go 
at the Knights, they defended 
very well we missed some 
easy chances.” 

When questioned about 
how unlucky Marconi was in 
the second stanza, he 
remarked cryptically, 
“unlucky or lucky if the ball is 
not in the net it is not a goal.” 

Knights coach Ken Worden 
said: “We really should have 
put it beyond any doubt we 
scored two good goals, we had 
two open chances and we real- 
ly should have won by more.” 

Worden mentioned that his 
team lost some momentum in 
the second half. 

Meanwhile, Melbourne 
Knights will be without their 
inspirational captain Andrew 
Marth next week — he was 
sent-off in the final minute 
after a second bookable 
offence. 


2. SOUTH MELBOURNE wustnmunmere3| 


the inaugural derby 
match between Carlton 
and South Melbourne ended 
in a controversial, but very 
entertaining, 3-2 win to 
South in front of an impres- 
sive 10,632 at Optus Oval. 
Much criticism was aimed. 
at match referee Simon 
Micallef by the Carlton camp, 
who claimed he failed to spot 
two clear handball incidents. 
The first such incident pro- 
duced a goal for Con 
Boutsianis while the second 
one led to an 82nd minute 
penalty for South, and the suc- 


cessful Michael Curcija spot 
kick proved to be the game's 
winner. 

“It was a great spectacle, 
the only sour note was the ref- 
ereeing,” said a disappointed 
Carlton coach Eddie Krncevic, 
“The penalty decision was a 
shocker.” 

South coach Ange 
Postecoglou said of the refer- 
eeing that “both teams had 
decisions that were doubtful.” 

Neverthelss it wasn’t the 
prettiest of games but had 
incidents that both coaches 
agreed made it a real derby 
and would ensure a rivalry in 
future games between the two. 

Carlton got off to dream 


start with a 
fanstastic goal 
after just eight ¢ 
minutes. 

Referee 
Micallef played 
an advantage 
after Andy 
Viahos had been 
fouled by Steve losifidis, thus 
allowing him to play on and 
cross to the far post, where 
Vince Grella was lurking to 
thump a left foot volley into 
the roof of the net. 

South were level on 29 
minutes with makeshift striker 
John Anastasiadis once again 
finding the target, to back up. 
his hat-trick last week. 


Boutsianis beat 
David Cervinski 
and centred the 
jj ball for 
Anstasiadis to 
head past his 
brother Dean in 
the Carlton goal. 

Seven minutes 
later came the moment that 
left Cariton fuming. 

Goran Lozanovski past 
Lubo Lapasansky and swung 
over a cross that took a slight 
deflection off Boutsianis and 
rolled into the net, yet almost 
every Carlton player claimed 
that he had used his hand to 
guide the ball in. 

Carlton’s performance in 
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Ante Moric: A superb performance from the former 
Sydney Utd midtielder. 


Tom Pondeljak: His absence, through injury, did not 


the second half was much 
improved and they had South 
on the back foot for the most 


Tt wasn’t until the 78th 
minute that they broke 
through, with a candidate for 
goal of the season. 

Simon Colosimo broke 
from defence, played a one- 
two then went past three South 
Melbourne defenders, and 
keeper Michael Petkovic, 
before slamming the ball 
home, 

But South got forward 
quickly again and Robert 
Trajkovski had to clear off the 
line after a fumble from his 
keeper. 

Moments later South had a 
penalty. Con Anthopolous 
clearly handled the ball inside 
the area, but Kmcevic main- 
tained after the game that 
Vaughan Coveny had been 
guilty of the same offence 
shortly before, 


affect the hot Knights. 


Witt regular penalty taker 
Steve Panopoulos missing, the 
responsibilty was left to 
Young Socceroo Curcija, who 
made no mistake from the 


spot. 

It all got a bit too much for 
Lapsansky who earned him- 
self an early shower from 
Micallef after a reckless lunge 
at South midfielder David 
Clarkson. 

“After they scored their two 
goals, we didn’t stop and fall 
in a hole, we lifted another 
notch,” Postecoglou said. 

“Tt was one of those games 
where three points was the 
most important thing. Quality 
wise, it wasn’t our best perfor- 
mance,” he added. 

Despite the circumstances 
in which his side lost, 
Kmeevic remained calm after 
the game and said that “you 
won't see a goal better than 
Colosimo's in Australia for a 
long time.” 


GLORY: Mara: 
Beretovac, Wilkinson, 
G Naven, McVittie, 
Afkos (Harland 74), 
Vukiairavi 


Halpin, Hay, Anasike, 
COSMOS: Gianagsca, 


ie 


} 
laven (PG) 


Didulica, peel 
‘ae Banini ! 


Vojtek, Kutlesovski, 
Kelic, John Didulica, 


MARCONI: Covic, 


M.Babic, Longo, 
Case a, 
S.Babic, Ay i 
Renaud (Tomich 3), 
‘Zoric, Mendez 


SCORERS i 
isla John 

ica 7, Vojtek 6 
Marconi: Zoric 40 


DAnasiagadiy chy | 
Stergiopoutos, 
‘Anthopoulos, 


Newcastle Breakers 
Melbourne Knights 
Sydney United 
Adelaide City 


ann nv 


cap 1998 


Brazil 4.00 
France 7.00 
England 8.00 
Germany 8.00 
Holland 9.00 
Italy 9.00 
Argentina 13,00 
Spain 16.00 
Yugoslavia 23.00 
Croatia 26.00 
Nigeria 29.00 
Romania 29.00 
Denmark 34.00 
Colombia 41.00 
Norway 41.00 
Bulgaria 51.00 
Paraguay 51,00 
Belgium 61.00 
Austria 91.00 
Cameroon 101.00 
Chile 126.00 
Mexico 126,00 
Scotland 141.00 
Morocco 151.00 
Sth Africa 201.00 
Sth Korea 201.00 
US.A. 201.00 
Jamaica 251.00 
Saudi Arabia 251.00 
Japan 401.00 
Tunisia 401.00 
Tran 501.00 


Brazil 
Norway 

Scotland 
Morocco 


” Group B 
Ttaly 
Austria 
Chile 
Cameroon 


France 
Denmark 
Sth Africa 
Saudi Arabia 


Bulgaria 
Paraguay 


Holland 
Belgium 
Mexico 
Sth Korea 


Germany 
Yugoslavia 


England 
Romania 
Colombia 
Tunisia 


Argentina 
Croatia 
Jamaica 
Japan 


Marconi Fairfield 
Wollongong City 
Gippsiand Falcons 


Group D 


Group E 


Group F 


Group G 


Group H 


oO) iS) fon 


Brisbane Strikers 
Cariton SC 
Perth Glory 


5.00 

13,00 

23.00 

2.00 

2.80 

6.00 

8.00 

1.25 

6.00 

13.00 

17.00 | Marconi 
2.00 

ae South Melbourne 

36.00 | 2.25 

3600 | Gippsland 
2.25 

1.50 

4,00 Wollongong 

5.50 

29.00 | 2.00 
UTS Olympic 

1.40 1.75 

3.25 

21.00 | Perth Glory 

21.00 2.00 
Adelaide Sharks 


2.00 


ERICSSON CGP TABLE 


Sydney United 
South Melbourne 
Perth Glory 
Carlton 

Adelaide City 
Wollongong City 
Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic 
Adelaide Sharks 
Marconi Fairfield 
Brisbane Strikers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers 


Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 


@ 132 946 ..that’s 132 WIN! 


3.25 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.50 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 


AANMRRERTAMNBAABHVAVE 


Adelaide Sharks 0 
South Melbourne 3 
Canberra Cosmos 1 


PUMONKN=hAOCUNDATD 


Newcastle 
3.25 
Adelaide City 

2.75 

Brisbane 

2.75 

Carlton 

3.25 

Canberra 

4.00 

Sydney United 
3.00 

Melbourne Knights 
3.25 


Deawd IS 


po tere 


Marconi Fairfield v 
Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi ended up win- 
ning this fixture last season 
by two goals to one. Their 
last home start was a 1-0 
win over Brisbane Strikers 
in a fairly dull game, hope- 
fully this match will be 
much more entertaining. 
‘The reverse fixture ended 5- 
2 to Newcastle last season, 
Prediction: Marconi win. 


wwe 


South Melbourne v 
Adelaide City 

The clash of the two 
teams that many predicted 
would be the Grand Final 
contestants this year. In the 
minor semi-final last term, 
South won by the odd goal 
at Olympic Park, after extra 
time. The two league 
encounters had ended 2-0 to 


Prediction: 
Melbourne win. 


wae 


Wollongong City v 
Carlton 

Wollongong finally go 
back to Brandon Park after 
two weeks on the road and, 
remember their last home 
fixture (vy Canberra?). 
Carlton are a tough outfit 
though and Wolves will not 
be going on a goal feast in 
this game. 

Prediction: Wollongong 
win. 


wee 


Perth Glory v Sydney 
United 

A truly great clash! The 
ground will be packed and 
Glory fans will not want to 
see their side lose at home 
again so soon. Last term, 
this fixture attracted 11,644 


By Stuart Jones, 


fans, the largest crowd of 
any in round 21. Perth won 
3-1 but the Pumas rejoiced 
ina 4-2 victory in Sydney. 

Prediction: Perth Glory 
win. 


wae 


Adelaide Sharks v 
Melbourne Knights 
The Sharks will be look- 
ing to attack the Knights 
from the start, but whatever 
happens, the Melbourne side 
are always a tough nut to 
crack. Last season, Knights 
ran out 4-2 winners and 
4-0 at home, Both teams 
need a win in this type of 
game if they are to be con- 
sidered real title contenders, 
Prediction: Draw. 


wee 


Gippsland Falcons v 

Brisbane Strikers 

Gippsland continue to 
confound the critics at home 
and Brisbane are struggling, 
even on their travels this 
term. The Falcons won this 
fixture last season, 1-0, and 
went on to take the points at 
Suncorp stadium, 3-2, as 
well. Brisbane will be look- 
ing to make amends for 
those defeats, 

Prediction: Strikers win. 


www 


UTS Olympic v 
Canberra Cosmos 
Perhaps Olympic can win 
two home games on the trot? 
Tf they do, will they ever 
return to the SFS? They 
actually beat Cosmos by a 
single goal last term, but 
won 2-0 in Canberra. 
Canberra are a difficult side 
to predict this season, too 
inconsistent and up and 
down, 

Prediction: Olympic win. 


TO WIN THE 
ERICSSON CGP 


Sth Melbourne 
Adeladie City 
Sydney United 
Perth Glory 
Wollongong 


Carlton 

Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic. 
Adelaide Sharks 
Marconi Fairfield 
Brisbane Strikers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers 


10 Pablo Cardozo 
10 Scott Chipperfield 
6 Damian Mori 

6 Abbas Saad 

5 Tom Pondeljak 

5 Claytone Zane 

5 David Mitchell 

5 Anthony Surjan 
5 Bob Despotovski 
4 Paul Trimboli 

4 Norman Tome 

4 Brad Maloney 


ERICSSON CGP 
LEADING SCORERS 


2.50 
2.75 
7.00 
9.00 
11.00 
21.00 
23.00 
34.00 
41,00 
67.00 
81.00 
251.00 
1001.00 
2001.00 


Adelaide Sharks 
Wollongong City 
Adelaide City 
Sydney United 
Melbourne Knights 
Newcastle Breakers 
Sydney United 
Wollongong City 
Perth Glory 

South Melbourne 
UTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 
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WOLLONGONG CITY.. 


By Joh John E ‘Economes 


'YDNEY UNITED, in sul- 

try conditions turned up 
the heat on visiting 
Wollongong City, defeating 
them 2-1 last Sunday night 
at the Parramatta Stadium 
as David Mitchell’s squad 
were determined to retain 
their top spot as a bonus for 
Christmas, 

Sydney United lost their 
player-coach David Mitchell 
when the former World Cup 
striker chased back for a tack- 
le. The war-horse was 
stretchered off with a severely 
strained medial ligament to his 
left knee which in seconds 


ly fell behind as early as 
eighth minute when Fiji's for- 


mer Olympic captain and 
striker Esala Masi scored. 

The hungry and very 
mobile Wollongong bombard- 
ed United with a torrid open- 
ing 25 minute session that had 
United under siege. Following 
a comer, midfielder Michael 
Reda head-flicked on to the 
back post where the athletic 
Masi slammed a low drive 
deep into the target. 

An unfortunate mishap in 
United’s warm-up session left 
goalkeeper Andrew Crews 
with some bruised ribs. But 
the gallant custodian refused 
to sit out and bravely took the 
field, he made two wonderful 
blocks and finished the match. 

United's rejuvenated strik- 
er Abbas Saad scored in the 
21st minute to ‘level the 
books’ with a fabulous 
salmon-like header on the 


back post. 

But five minutes from the 
break Wollongong missed a 
crucial chance to regain the 
lead. A great ball laid back by 
central midfielder Anthony 
Surjan into the path of Scott 
Chipperfield, saw the latter 
hammer on target a violent ris- 
ing drive that forced United’s 
‘Andrew Crews into making a 
well executed block on his 
first post. 

Five minutes after the 
break, first half substitute 
David Barrett, shaved the hor- 
izontal with a thunderous 
header following a well mea- 
sured cross rifled in by indus- 
trious flank defender Peter 
Bennett. 

In the 57th minute United 
grabbed the lead for the first 
time. Tenacious midfielder 
Jacob Burns slammed into the 


BROWN BREAKS THE RECORD 


target a 22 metre ‘scorcher’ 
that ricocheted in off the right 
upright, following a brilliant 
ball cut back by the outstand- 
ing Bennett. 

‘Almost right on the death 
bell Wollongong came close 
to snatching a point. The dan- 
gerous Masi, lurking on the 
back stick, headed an Alvin 
Ceccoli free-kick just wide of 
the upright. 

A tired and injured United 
player-coach David Mitchell, 
evaluated”: The first half was 
played to good effect but the 
second half was not so good, 
maybe because of the heat. 
We had worked on our set 
pieces which went well 
tonight, I felt the heat spoiled 
the game and the only good 
thing about it was that they 
(Wollongong) had to put up 
with it as well. It was nice to 


BRISBANE STRIKERS . 


ADELAIDE SHARKS ....:sssseereeeseee 


na great night for 

Brisbane Soccer, Rod 
Brown became the game’s 
greatest national league 
goal scorer in the 
Strikers’ much needed 2-0 
win over Adelaide Sharks 
at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

Yet his moment of glory 
was spoilt by a ‘rule-to-the- 
book’ referee, Brett Hugo, 
who stunned the crowd 
when he booked Brown 
during his celebrations for 
setting a goal scoring 
record of 134, 


The magic moment came 
after he notched the Strikers’ 
second goal from the penalty 
spot in the 72nd minute. 
Brown, naturally excited, ran 
towards the crowd, with happy 
teammates in pursuit. The new 
record holder removed his 
playing shirt, lan Wright style, 
to reveal a white T-shirt with 
large blue figures of 134 
emblazoned on it. 

Ref Brett Hugo subsequent- 
ly brandished the yellow card. 

Brown, who had never been 
booked before this season, 
copped the decision on the 
chin, but player-coach Frank 
Farina was less diplomatic. 

“T've been saying for years 


that characters are being taken 
out of the game and this is 
exactly what I mean. I told the 
referee at the time to show 
‘some more compassion. 

“I know it’s in the rule 
book but you've got to look at 
these things individually, the 
bloke has just broken the 
game’s all-time scoring 
record.” 

It wasn't until the 26th 
minute that the home side 
awoke from their slumber 
when midfielder Troy 
Cranney fired in his side’s 
first shot, from 20 metres, 
which seemed to be the cata 
lyst for their revival. 

For the remajnder of the 


WITHOUT ‘STARS’ CITY STILL LETHAL 


half the Strikers showed 
glimpses of last season’s 
Grand Final winning form. 

Skipper Andy Harper 
stepped up to give the home 
side a well deserved lead at 
the break, after Farina had 
been felled, and, in so doing, 
he recorded his first goal for 
the club since transferring 
from Marconi. 

After the break the 
Strikers rarely looked like 
conceding a goal, yet Farina 
must be disappointed with 
his side's continued lack of 
finishing power. 

Realistically Brisbane 
could have won the match by 
three or four goals, but too 


ADELAIDE CITY 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


By Val Migliaccio 


delaide City were in fine 
form as they sliced open 
Gippsland Falcons for a 3-0 
win in the home side’s sec- 
ond match since returning to 
the revamped Hindmarsh 
Stadium last Sunday night. 
Into the line-up came Mark 
Yates, Michael Brooks and 
Dino Mennillo for City’s 
international contingent on 
duty in Saudia Arabia 
City striker Michael Brooks 
said after the game: “We had a 
point to prove tonight, espe- 
cially after what Frank Arok 
said about us in the local 
paper, that we would only be 
half a team without our inter- 
national players. It was a great 
win and we are looking for- 
ward to the rest of the season.” 


Nevertheless the visitors 
unleashed one of the most 
promising players in Zlatko 
Mihajlovic, who kept the 
Zebras busy all evening. 

Man of the Match for the 
home team was Angelo 
Costanzo, playing in the 
sweeper’s position. His ability 
to direct play from the back 
was superb and was able to 
get City out of trouble with 
many deft touches. 

Brad Hassell, Michael 
Brooks and Kris Trajanovski 
starred on a night when it 
seemed they could do nothing 


wrong. 

‘Arok’s Wonders’ looked 
lively early on, making 
Adelaide custodian Jason 
Petkovic dive full length, after 
just two minutes, to turn away 
a fearsome drive from Doug 
Marcina. 


However the Socceroo 
third choice keeper was not 
forced into another serious 
saye until the final minute of 
the game. 

City soon had plenty of 
possession and Michael 
Brooks had an opportunity 
to score in the 11th minute 
when his ten metre drive 
was deflected out for a cor- 
ner. 

Gippsland fought hard 
but after 32 minutes a short 
corner caught them nap- 
ping as the ball was played 
to Mennillo, his cross was 
fired in by Brad Armour on 
the volley. 

Four minutes later and 
Adelaide broke away again 
ina classic counter-attacking 
move — Brooks taking the 
ball from the halfway line, 
drew a Falcons defender on 


the edge of the box and 
rifled a drive into the top 
comer of the net for the sec- 
ond goal of the evening. 

The Falcons maintained 
their fighting spirit and in the 
38th minute talented Will 
Hastie had a header cleared 
off the line by Zebras’ acting- 
captain John Gibson. 

Five minutes after the break 
Dino Mennillo scored one of 
the goals of the season for the 
Zebras when his in-swinging 
corner flew over the head of 
keeper Kourtis and into the 
back of the net. 

From then on it was all 
Adelaide City until the flood- 
lights failed with five minutes 
to go! The resutling ten 
minute delay did not affect 
City’s concentration as they 
closed out the match. 
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see Jacob Burns score as he 
worked really hard,” ended a 
very sore Mitchell. 
Wollongong’s coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos saluted 
United’s victory stating: “I 


many easy chances, were 
squandered late in the match. 

Farina was naturally 
thrilled with the result and the 
gamble of dropping players 
who did not perform may have 
worked, 

The axe this time fell on 

former Socceroo Sean 
Cranney, but when he came 
off the bench his presence 
was immediately felt, as was 
that of dynamic Kasey 
Wehrman, who replaced 
midfielder Andy Packer 
midway through the second- 
half, 
“I didn’t think we were 
under any sustained pressure 
and the second-half was per- 
haps our best of the season,” a 
relieved Farina said. 

“Tt was great to see Kasey 
back, he held up the ball well 
and gave us some extra bite.” 
Perhaps this win is the turning 
point for the Strikers on a 
night when history was made. 


Dave Barrett: Came close with a header. 


can’t complain about the result 
as United is coming first and 
we were coming fifth. We 
matched them I felt even 
though we had more chances 
than they had.” 


Rod Brown: Created his- 
tory with his goal on 
Saturday night. 


John Gibson: City’s acting-captain was dynamic in 


their strong win. 


SyDNEY UNIT 
Crews, Ki 

Plesa, Vrkic, Munro 
(Barrett 14), J.Cutina 
(Mujanovic 89), 
Phillips, Burns, 
Mae (Bosevski 81), | 


- ca 


‘SCORERS: United 
21, Burns $7 
ong: Masi® 
crown: 3758 
rs 


ike 


ie 
3 Burns (§ 


| STRIKERS: Bolton, 


Gwynne, Laybutt 
65), ori, 

Meredith, Hews, Packer 

(Wehrman 68),T 

Cranney, Farina, 

(6 Cranney 72), 


SHARKS: Mikuletic, 


By Micky Brock 


he South Pacific 

Challenge, partly 
organised by the 
Australian Schools Soccer 
and Sportwells Tours, 
recently held a tourna- 
ment in Port Vila, 
Vanuatu for the U/14 and 
‘U/16 age brackets. 

The competition proved to 
be a huge success and much of 
that can be put down the 
involvement of the Vanuatu 
Football Federation who, in no 
small way, managed to 
arrange the venues and liase 
with the other groups. 

Some big crowds attended 
the matches and many locals 
were cheering loudly as they 
watched Shefa United defeat 
Western NSW, on penalties, 
in the U/14 Final. 

Western NSW were not to 
be denied though as the U/16s 


RESULTS 


Shefa (forfeit to Port Vila United) 


Pool A Z : 
‘Western NSW, Port Vila United, Shefa Nev: Caledonia 4, College de Luganville 
Pool B 


New Caledonia, College de Luganville, New Caledonia 3, Armicale Club 2 
Armicale Club 


Semi-Final 


es SEES 


Western NSW in action during the South Pacific Challenge 


defeated Luganville College 
2-0 in their deciding game. 
Once the business end of 
the tour was completed, there 
was time for a ‘showcase’ 
game with a Vanuatu U/16 
team playing against an 
Australian U/16 Select side. 
The locals were cheering 


VANUATU FOOTBALL 


YOUTH TOURNAMENT 
PORT VILA - VANUATU 


1997 


again as the home side went 
on to win. 

Chris James, Tournament 
Manager, and involved with 
the Australian Schools Soccer 
organisation, said: “I was very 
impressed with the local stan- 
dard of players in Vanuatu. I 
would recommend the tourna- 
ment to all Australian clubs in 
1998, 

“There was a team from 
New Caledonia as well, their 
federation using the games to 
experiment with their junior 
sides, and as this was the first 
year, everything worked well, 
with rumours of sides from 
New Zealand coming into the 
set-up in the next 12 months.” 

The U/20 Vanuatu coach is 
using the tournament as a 
means of looking at future 
players, especially some of 
those from the outlying dis- 
tricts, and identifying new tal- 
ent that they may be able to 


The Poisoned. 


By Jai McDermott 
Superstitious Breakers 
fans, and even some 
players, might just be 
starting to hypothesise 
about the presence of 
an evil curse around 
the captaincy of their 
team. 

Last year David Lowe 
spent much of the season out 
with injury after donning the 
captain’s armband. Now new 
skipper, the tenacious and 
skilful Shane Pryce, is facing 
a fate of ‘Mark Taylor’ pro- 
portions, as the non-playing 
captain. 

Pryce was dropped from 
the run-on side following the 
4-1 pummelling of the 


bring on. Breakers at the hands of 
Well done to all who took | Melbourne Knights a fortnight 
part, Keep up the good work. } 80. 


He missed his side's 1-1 


UTS’ ‘BACKS TO WALL’ WIN 


| NEWCASTLE BREAKERS.......2..2 UTS OLYMPIC ....... 


seareeensneneeneed 


By Jai McDermott 
TS Olympic twice 
came from behind to 

steal three points from a 
gritty, but ultimately 
luckless Newcastle at 
Topper Stadium last 
Friday night. 

The Sydneysiders had 
‘Stormin’ Norman Tome to 
thank for banging in a late 
winning penalty, yet UTS 
would have been equally 
grateful to Breakers keeper 
Brad Swancott for a less than 
secure performance. 

The home side began 
brightly in front of a small 
hard core crowd, but John 
Kosmina’s gamble — omit- 
ting midfield dynamo Troy 
Halpin — looked vindicated 
when the Breakers took the 
lead after eighteen minutes. 


* Recalled 


Shane Pryce had been 
denied by the width of a post 
just moments before Clayton 
Zane worked well down the 
left flank, he whipped in an 
inch perfect cross to the head 
of Peter Ritchie, and the mid- 
fielder made it 1-0. 

The home fans were still 
celebrating when Olympic 
struck back just three minutes 
Tater. 

Angie Petratos unleashed a 
speculative drive which skid- 
ded wickedly on the greasy 
turf, deceiving Swancott in the 
home goal. 

‘The Novocastrian side were 
by far the more industrious for 
the remainder of the half. 
striker, Jason 
Bennett, had a shot cleared off 
the line and the Newcastle 
fans had reason to hope for a 


long awaited home win. pinching a winner on the 
Youngsters Mark Wilson break in the 80th minute — 
and Matt Lowe grew in confi- Brett Emerton chased a 


dence with the extra responsi- 
bility and it was Wilson who 
restored the Breakers lead in 
the 65th minute. 

Standout performer, Peter 
Ritchie, slipped the ball to 
Wilson, who slotted home his 
first goal of the season to 
make it 2-1. 

However, just two minutes 


searching through ~ ball, 
Swancott raced out and clat- 
tered into the talented young 
striker, referee Brad McKay 
pointed to the penalty spot for 
what many thought was a 
harsh decision. 

Norm Tome was clinical 
from the spot and with just 
nine minutes left the visitors 


later and Newcastle saw their had secured the points. 

hard earned lead dissolve as John Kosmina said later: 
Swancott came for a Jomaa “Three goalkeeping errors cost 
cross but failed to hold, it _ us, but there are positives. We 
dropped to Peter Tsekenis had eleven guys out there try- 


whose header came back off 
the crossbar and eventually 
the midfielder recovered to 
stick it away for the equaliser. 

‘The resurgent visitors smelt 
victory and they ended up 


ing their guts out for each 
other. As soon as we realise 
this is required week-in, week- 
out, we might start to get our 


Western NSW 6, Port Vila United 1 
(Troy Stone 2, Brad Cluff, Grant Ellis, 
Nathan Gainsford, Kurt Rampton( 


Armicale Club 3, College de Luganville 4 


Western NSW 1, Shefa 1 
(Gary Cheney 


draw away to lowly Canberra 
last week and didn’t believe 
he would start the match on 
Friday in the clash against 
Olympic at Topper Stadium, 
even though he eventually 
was in the starting eleven. 

Coach John Kosmina has 
stated that Pryce will retain 
the captaincy, but the axed 
skipper would surely relin- 
quish the role for spot in the 
starting eleven, 

“Kossie reckons I should 
get back to concentrating on 
the defensive qualities of my 
game. He feels I try too hard 
as captain. I guess I'll just be 
getting back to basics, return- 
ing fo the things that got me 
here in the first place,” stated 
a determined Pryce to ABSW. 


wee 


FINAL 


Western NSW 5, College de Luganville 1 
(Scott Evans 2, Troy Stone, Tim 
Davidson, Scott Doonan) 


Western NSW 0, Shefa 0 
(Shefa win 4-3 on penalties) 


BREAKERS’ 
INJURY HOODOO 


John Kosmina has begun 
a frantic search for some 
additions to his ailing 
young Breakers side. 
From an original roster of 
nineteen players, the team 
is down to just thirteen, 
as their injury plagued 
season ravages the ranks. 
“T've got just 13 players to 
choose from, We have been 
pretty unlucky with injuries 
but we now look quite lacking 
in depth,” a worried Kosmina 
said, 
Apart from the lack of per- 
sonnel, Kosmina claims the 
problem has a real affect on 
the minds of fit players: 
“When you have got so few 
choices, it takes pressure off 
the players to perform. It is 
not good when they can afford 


Chalice 


a bad game or two because 
there is no-one else to take 
their place in the side.” 

Kosmina continued: “I've 
got to look to the future of this 
club. We can't have another 
situation where we have a 
reduced squad of players who 
are fit.” 

He expects young attacker 
David Hodgson to be avail- 
able soon (after two appear- 
ances in the youth team), 
however Micky Williams 
could be out as long February 
or March next year after tragi- 
cally breaking his shin just 
seyen minutes into his first 
team debut. 

Seems that the Breakers 
can’t take a trick at the 
moment with injuries, but 
with a fully fit squad they are 
still capable of shocking sides 
in the league, 


BREAKE 
Swancott, 4 
Pryce, McManus, 
Ironside, Ritchie, 
Wilson, Zane, Bennett 
(Lane 79), Edwards, 
Lowe. " 


OLYMPIC: Catlin, 
Juric, Hristodoulou 
(Carle 63), Tome, 
Tsekenis, Emerton, De 
Marigny, Ardone, 
Augerinos (Eagleton 
36), Jomaa, Petratos, 


= 


RERS 
reakers: Ritchie 18, 
Wilson 65 
Olympic: Petratos 21, 
S 67, Tome 81p 


| 3 Ritehie (NB) 
Gnu 


slice of luck.” 


met ae i: es 1 Wilson (NB) 
Peter Tsekenis: Scored Olympic’s second and had ae 
another strong game. 
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Robbie Stanton 


System 


Dear Sir, 

It’s quite obyious from many of the letters 
written recently, many fans are bitterly disap- 
pointed and, in’some cases, heartbroken 
‘because of Australia’s exit from the World Cup 
Finals, 

Equally, many are looking at David Hill and 
Terry Venables as the scapegoats for the team's 
failure, but if you look at it objectively, there 
was never any guarantee of us making it to 
France next year, even if it was our best chance 
in 24 years, 

The blame mainly lies within the system, as 
you have already, quite rightly, mentioned 
before. A system that is unfair to Australian 
progression on nearly all fronts. A system that 
cries out ‘we are in a separate Football 
Confederation from Asia’, because David Hill 
was outvoted by 172 fo one, saying we are not 
a part of the Asian set-up. 

This is the system that condemns us to play 
extremely weak opposition in the qualifiers, 
then wait around for four or five months to play 
an unknown Asian opponent on a home-and- 
away-basis, with only eight days grace between 
games. 

All this and only ONE bite at the cherry, 
while Iran had THREE chances! 

This self same system which does not allow 
Australia into anyone's ‘Continental Cup’, only 


F I I 
the Oceania variety, denying hard and competi- 
tive games under any kind of pressure. 

‘An expensive exercise but necessary I feel, 
because Terry Venables did not put enough 
faith in our locally based players to do the job 
for him, with only Alex Tobin used regularly. 

‘The reason is, he never saw enough of them 
over an extended period of time, 

T could go on and on about this crazy system 
we seem to adopt, but I won't. 

I, and many others, can only hope that there 
is a better understanding of Australia’s situa- 
tion in the future, by FIFA and, hopefully, per- 
suade the Asian Football Federation to allow us 
to join in the Asian Cup. 

FIFA must place us in a harder qualifying 
group, over an extended period of time, just 
like everyone else! 

Only then, if we can make it to the Finals, 
will we put on a good show and not be there 
just to ‘make up the numbers’ as is often quot- 
ed. If not, at least we will have half a dozen, or 
more, top quality, high class pressure games at 
home, as well as away, over a long period of 
time (4-6 months), under the media spotlight, 

We have to learn to crawl before we can 


BOSS 


Dear Sir, 

‘There have been a lot of names mentioned 
recently as possible candidates for the 
national coaching position/set-up, but one 
that stands, and is a must, is that of former 
Socceroo, Peter Katholos (affectionately 
known as ‘The Kat’). 

His 25 appearances for Australia do not 
do justice to his playing credentials, but then 
again, what would Frank Arok know about 
skill and technique? 

Katholos is a former Australian ‘Player of 
the Year’ and made over 350 appearances 
for various clubs at league level, perhaps 
just a coincidence that he was a part of 
Marconi, Apia and Sydney Olympic’s gold- 
en eras? 

Ferenc Puskas described him as: "one of 
the best in Australia", Tommy Docherty 
described Katholos as: “the best midfielder 
Australia has produced in the last 25 years”, 
surely these comments cannot be taken 
lightly? 

He has spent the last five years coaching 
the Sydney Olympic youth team, winning 
the championship in his debut season, and 
two years with St George, bringing them 
from the point of relegation in the First 
Division, to promotion in the State League. 

Last season he took over Leichhardt 
‘Tigers, with just eight games to go, and they 
won seven and missed out on the champi- 
onship by a solitary point. 

Nick Rizzo, currently on the books of 
Liverpool FC in England's Premier League, 
Ralph Bove, now playing in Holland and 
Flavio Navaro, playing in the Chilean First 
Division, are youngsters that were given 
their chance by Peter Katholos, proving he 
has an uncanny ability to spot raw talent and 
be able to work with it to produce real gems. 

Another aspect would be that he played 
the game with an emphasis on skill and tech- 
nique, an entertaining brand of football that 
many are wanting to see in this country. 

This breed of coach is rare, he calls a 
spade ‘a spade’, he is flamboyant, has ener- 
gy to burn and failure is not a word in his 
vocabulary. Almost a marketing company’s 
‘dream’. 

Australian Soccer needs former players, 
like Katholos in their ranks as we need to 
develop the skill and technique factor in our 
players more than ever. 

We can match it with just about anyone in 
the world these days, with fitness, tactical 
know how and commitment, but we still 
need to improve our technique to become a 
world force. We need a coach that can do 
this. 

We must appoint new blood now, while 
the enthusiasm and hunger to coach in 


14 


walk on the world stage. 

Nerang, Qld. 
Kz \ I e 
Australia is there. 


Tf not, Peter Katholos’ knowledge, talent 
and style, which thousands enjoyed just a 
few short years ago, will be lost to soccer in 
Australia, 

George Stave, 
Parramatta, NSW 


Editor's note: 

Some interesting points raised but there is 
one small factor you have overlooked with 
your glowing praise: Peter Katholos, a great 
man and one that should be held up as an 
example to all young players, has yet to 
prove himself at NSL level. To do that, he 
must find a club to take him on as a manger 
which, as we all know, is extremely difficult 
with only 14 NSL clubs and many more 
experienced coaches waiting in the wings. 
“The Kat’ will no doubt get his chance one 
day, let us all hope that the inspiration and 
drive remain long enough to see that day 
come to fruition. The remarks about Frank 
Arok are uncalled for and remain ‘in your 
opinion’. 


Wake Up Soccer What About.. 


Australia 


Dear Sir, 

In any other part of the 
world, a team that was leading 
2-0 for a qualifying spot in 
such an important event as the 
World Cup 
qualifiers, 
would immedi- 
ately have 
inserted three 
fresh players the 
very moment 
the second goal 
was scored, thus 
stacking the. 
defence (Milan 
Ivanovic), and 
strengthe: its midfield. 
The emphasis here would 
have been possession as much 
as possible, reducing Iran 
from gaining a grip of the 
game (I’ve spoken to hun- 
dreds of people and all sup- 
port this tactic and theory). 

It clearly showed for all to 
see Mr Venables’ inability to 
read the game and make cru- 
cial tactical changes when 
necessary, It makes you won- 
der whether he has ever heard 
of ‘catenaccio’. 

Had that have happened in 
South America or Europe, not 
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only would the local support- 
ers demand the coach be 
lynched, but upon entering the 
dressing room after the match, 
the termination contract would 
be waiting for 
you, a mere for- 
mality, quoting 
“Your services 


Instead — 
and this could 
only happen in 
wustralia — the 

manager has 
been offered an 
extension to his contract! 

If Soccer Australia sees this 
venture as a success, God help 
us all, 

Claudio Barbato 
Concord, NSW 


Editor's note: 

This is quite a normal 
response, according to the let- 
ters we have received on the 
matter. One must ask, the the- 
ory may be right but what of 
the alternatives? What 
changes need to be made, if 
any, to ensure the long-term 
‘success of soccer in Australia? 


Dear Sir, 

Congratulations on your appointment at ABSW, however several 
things need much improvement. 

Firstly, your ‘Around The Clubs’ is very patchy, with some clubs 
never mentioned, You should provide news on why some players 
are not playing. 

A feature on Dominic Longo and his hobby did not mention why 
he had not played this season. Similarly Galic, the new Sydney 
United import; just where is he or did he ever arrive? And no men- 
tion has been made of Gabriel Mendez’s return to the NSL. 

You also rarely include the whereabouts of some players, for 
instance Warren Spink or Jason Polak (it was by accident that I 
Jeamed the latter was injured). 

Tam sure fans would like to know more of how Carlton are pro- 
gressing (or not), as a full-ime professional team. 

Secondly, most readers know how games have gone by Tuesday, 
so how about some previews of the round of games for next week? 

Tam aware of your Wednesday night radio show that does do the 
previews, 

Thirdly, will you invite readers letters on how to promote the 
NSL? With dwindling attendances this is the most pressing problem 
in soccer at the moment 

David Wood 
Glebe, NSW 

Editor's note: Who's a naughty boy then? Firstly, as we are print- 
ed on a Monday night, things often happen which we cannot cover, 
as they would be too late for publication and stale by the following 
week, Secondly, information received for ‘Around The clubs’ is 
used, and data that does not reach us CANNOT be used, same old 
story. The marketing and promotions department of most clubs need 
a shake-up, where have we heard that before? We have been doing a 
preview of games in this publication, on Page 9, every week since 
the start of the season! What have you been reading? Next, readers 
are invited to write in with any suggestions, problems or otherwise 
on the game in this country, or overseas. We encourage ‘free’ 
speech. Lastly, if you had read the editorial in the last issue, you will 
note that we are ‘intending’ to make some changes next year, you'll 
just have to stick with us and see what happens .... 


EUROPEAN 
FARE 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


RING NOW 


9660 5736 


Se 


EE ADE mer 
149 Glebe-Point Road 

SMEBE NSW 2037 

660 5736 

Hos 27A001676 

SHOP 36 Compess Centre, 

Appian Way, BANKSTOWN NSW 2200 
pa.eoT96 2761 9796 2953 


THE MATILDAS’ CHRISTMAS STORY 


By Janene Mar 


fter their brilliant victory over 

Olympic silver medallists 
China, and a year which has seen 
them travel to all corners of the 
globe and achieve some great results 
for Aussie Soccer, the Matildas have 
shared a little Christmas frivolity 
with ABSW’s Janene Mar. 
So hold on to your seats, and welcome to 
the wild and crazy world of the Matildas 
.» a world of fat ladies falling in canals, 
cuddle pillows, servos in Hungary and the 
Macarena??? 


Wer 


TRACI BARTLETT 


Best Moment of ‘97 

Beating China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Getting beaten by USA 9-1 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Scotland (holiday after European tour), 
beautiful and green, lots of history 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

The canals of Netherlands, went on a 
cruise which turned out to be on little 
boats on a little creek, with lots of 
mozzies 

One thing I must pack to go 
overseas 

My puppy teddy 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Shoes 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Fat lady falling out of the boat into the 
canal 

All want for Christmas is 

Amillion dollars 

News Year’s resolution 

To improve my surfing skills 


we 


SARAH COOPER 


Best Moment of ‘97 

Scoring a goal in the China game 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Playing soccer again initially after injury, 
slow judgment, pretty hard for a while 
Best place visited in ‘97 

Amsterdam, some good times, went to 
Van Gogh museum, got a bit of culture 
into me 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

Physio’s table 

Essential item I pack to go overseas 
My novel 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Clothes 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Kimmo and Bridgette trying to get on a 
jetski, and ‘Casa’ (Lisa Casagrande) 
doing the Macarena 

All I want for Christmas is 

No debts 

News Year’s resolution 

To try and pass on the sticky date when I 
go out to dinner 


woke 


KATRINA BOYD 


Best Moment of ‘97 

Our win against China of course 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

A knee to the groin against New Zealand 
Best place visited in ‘97 

Washington, really pretty, neat and tidy 
Worst place visited in ‘97 

Can’t say 

Essential item I pack to go overseas 
My cuddle pillow 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Soccer shorts 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Italian star Caroline (smelly cat), losing 
control of bladder, much to Kimmo’s 
surprise 

All [want for Christmas is 

Not to get too unfit of the holidays 

News Year’s resolution 

To get past ‘six’ on beep test 


wae 


LISA CASAGRANDE 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Getting beaten by Norway and USA 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Holland: the scenery 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

USA trip, didn’t get to go out or see much 
Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

Travel pillow 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Batteries for the Discman 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Bridgette’s comment about the zoo 

All I want for Christmas 

Anice relaxing day 

New Year’s resolution 

To prove to everyone I can do the 
Macarena 


wir 


ALICIA FERGUSON 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Losing against SA in first national league 
match on my birthday 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Sweden, found my red Puma King boots 
there, plus it’s a really nice place 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

Los Angeles, smoggy, smelly 

Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

‘Toothbrush, can’t stand furry teeth 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Shoes, addicted to sports shoes 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

My really big air swing against Victoria, 
then Gary kept replaying the video 

All I want for Christmas 

Anything over $100 

New Year’s resolution 

To be more disciplined in my eating 


habits, (chocolate addict) 
www 


SONIA GEGENHUBER 


Best moment of ‘97 

Winning against China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Being injured on European tour 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Holland: countryside, houses 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

No worst place 

Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

Gameboy 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Clothes 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Alicia's airswing in national league match 
All I want for Christmas 

Parents to move from Brisbane so I can 
spend more time with them 

New Year’s resolution 

To come back fitter and faster than ‘97, 
keeping injury free 


wre 


BELINDA KITCHING 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating Sweden away from home 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

‘Two losses against USA and Norway 
Best place visited in ‘97 

Finland - beautiful, lush, green, 
hospitality 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

Only the bad fields in USA and Estonia 
Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

My little kit with scissors, razors etc 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Duty Free 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Julie Murray giving back the yellow shirt, 
not realising a pair of undies were tangled 
up in it 

All I want for Christmas 

Sunglasses — to replace my $12 pair 
New Year’s resolution 

To have a safe, fun year again 


wae 


JULIE MURRAY 


Best moment of ‘97 
My selection back into the Australian 


squad 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Being injured for China series 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Hungary - great people, great result, 
fantastic food, lovely place 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

Hotels in Belgium — service was really 
bad 

Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

My bras — essential when you're not 
Katrina Boyd (just kidding) 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 


Soccer boots, no size in Australia fits me 
Funniest moment of ‘97 

In Hungary - wild animal zoo, Bridgette 
on heat? 

All T want for Christmas 

Money 

New Year’s resolution 

Get rich quick 


war 


KIM REVELL 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Getting hammered by the USA 

Best place visited in ‘97 

Holland, everyone walks or rides bikes, 
scenery 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

Airports 

Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

Boots 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Clothes 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Me walking into a glass door at a servo in 
Hungary 

All I want for Christmas 

New left foot, or A" left foot 

New Year’s resolution 

To give up drinking ?!? 


wane 


CHERYL SALISBURY 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating China and buying a new 
SI 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Getting injured before Norway game, plus 
mornings — no surf 

Best place visited in ‘97 

The beaches of Newcastle 


Worst place visited in ‘97 

Physio table - had cleaning solution 
tipped on a huge graze on my knee 
Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

Photo of my dog 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Nothing - I spend when I come home 
Funniest moment of ‘97 

Europe, having Tammie Thornton along, 
lots of yellow shirts 

All T want for Christmas 

Not to train this year on Christmas day 
New Year’s resolution 

To work harder, not to have ‘lazy spells’ 
at times 


Wwe 


SHELLEY YOUMAN 


Best moment of ‘97 

Beating China 

Worst Moment of ‘97 

Getting hammered by the USA 

Best place visited in ‘97 

USA 

Worst place visited in ‘97 

None 

Essential item I pack when I go 
overseas 

Visa Card 

One thing I must buy when 
overseas 

Presents for the family 

Funniest moment of ‘97 

Casa on the night after we beat China 
AILT want for Christmas 

New house 

New Year’s resolution 

To be fitter and stronger in all aspects of 
the game 


From all the Matildas and coaching 
staff, to our ABSW readers and 
fans, Merry Christmas and a safe 
and happy 1998 and thank you for 
all your support, 


FIRST IN THE WORLD CUP 1998 


he Asian Championships 

concluded a week ago to 
decide the first qualifiers for the 
1999 World Cup. 

No surprises with China successful 
in their campaign, earning top spot in 
the tournament, but World Cup berth 
number two was claimed most 


USA BEATEN... AGAIN 


unexpectedly by North Korea. 

The Final between the two ended 
with a 2-0 victory to China, Liu Ailing 
scoring both after a scoreless first-half. 

The third of the three spots has been 
taken by Japan, they defeated Chinese 
Taipei 2-0 in the play-off match, 


he USA suffered their second 

defeat of the year last 
Saturday week, going down 1-0 to 
Brazil in the second of their two 
test matches in Sao Paulo. 

The Brazilians put on an awesome 
display of one-touch football and skilful 
wizardry in the first-half to leave the 
US in their wake, and the win is 
Brazil's first ever over the World 


Champions. 

Brazil started the match in deadly 
attacking fashion, and were rewarded in 
the 20th minute with a Roseli volley 
from the edge of the box. USA fought 
back after half-time but the home side 
held out for the win. 

The US also conceded a first-half 
goal in the first match against Brazil, 
but rallied hard to record a 2-1 win, 
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ENGLAND 


PREMIER LEAGUE 

Aston Villa 1 Southampton 

Taylor 64 Ostenstad 72 

Blackburn R 3 West Ham 

Ripley 22 

Duff 51,72 

Derby C 0 C Palace 

Leeds United 2 Bolton 

Ribeiro 68 

Hasselbank 81 

Leicester City 0 Everton 
Speed89p 

Liverpool 1 Coventry 

Owen 14 

Sheff Wed 1 Chelsea 

Pembridge 71 Petrescu 30 
Vialli 56 
Leboeuf 65p 
Flo 84 

Tottenham 3. Barnsley 

Neilsen 6 

Ginola 12,18 


L 

ManUtd 1812 4 2 44 13 
Blackbum 19 11 6 2 36 19 
Chelsea 1912 2 5 45 19 
Leeds Utd 19 10 4 5 28 19 
Liverpool 189 4 5 31 17 
Arsenal 188 6 4 32 21 
Derby 198 5 6 33.27 
Leicester 197 6 6 23 18 
Newcastle 177 5 5 20 21 
WestHam 198 1 1025 31 
Wim'don 186 5 7 19 21 
AVila 196 4 9 2025 
CPalace 195 6 8 17 25 
ShefWed 196 3 1031 43 
South’ton 196 2 1123 29 
Coventry 194 8 7 17 25 
Bolton 194 8 7 16 29 
Totham 195 4 1017 32 
Everton 194 5 1017 27 
Bamsley 194 2 1 31 75 


1 


DIVISION ONE 
Bury 1 Sheff Utd 
Tohnrose 18 Deane 79 
Crewe Alex 0 Sunderland 
Phillips 2, 
Summerbee 37 


1 


Man City 2 Middlesbrough 0 


Rosler I7p 
Dickoy 32 - 
Norwich City 0 Stoke City 0 
Notts Forest. © 2 Stockport 1 
Hooijdonk 81p ‘Armstrong 14 
Stone 85 
Port Vale 1 Ipswich Town 3 
Foyle 50 Mathie 10,22 
Johnson 43 
Portsmouth 0 Chariton 2 
Robinson 44 
Reading 0 Wolverhampton 0 
Swindon T 1 Birmingham City! 
Finney 11 Forster 22 
Tranmere R 0 Oxford Utd 1 
Massey 54 
WBA 0 Huddersfield T 2 
Dalton 51,72 
DIVISION TWO 
Blackpool 2 Preston NE 1 
Preece 21 Philpott 37 
Holt 51 
Bournemouth 0 Watford 1 
Kennedy 57 
Bristol City 1 Chesterfield 0 
Bell 13p 
Grimsby T 1 Carlisle Utd 0 
MeDermott 58 
Luton Town 2 Bristol Rovers 4 
Allen 9 Oldfield 26 
Cureton 13 Hayles 22,38 
Beadle 32 
Millwall 1 WycombeW 0 
Shaw 48 
Northampton T 2 PlymouthA | 
Freestone 66,71 Corazzin 45 
Wigan Athletic 4 Brentford 0 
Lowe 24 
Smeets 34,82 
Kilford 88 
Wrexham 0 Gillingham 0 
DIVISION THREE 
Brighton 0 Shrewsbury 0 
Darlington 1 Scuthorpe } 
Crosby 54 
Exeter City 3 Rochdale 0 
Tisdale 30 
Devlin 38 
Rowbotham 44p ‘ 
Hartlepool Utd 2 Mansfield 2 
Halliday 24 Howard 90 
Christie 68 Sedgemore 71 
Leyton Orient 2 Hull City 1 
Smith 27, 44p Harris 52 
Macclesfield T 1 Cardiff City 0 
Wood 85 
Peterborough 5 LincolnCity 1 
Carruthers 12,14 ‘Thorpe 45 
Farrell 24,80 
Swansea City 1 Cambride 1 
Watkin 11 Wilson 59p 
Torquay Utd 0 NottsCounty 2 
Farrell 9,72 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Celtic 5 Hibernian 0 
Burley 23,90 
Wieghorst 38 
McNamara 48 
Larsson 64 
Dundee Unite 2 St Johnstone 1 
McLaren 10 ~ Kane 83 
Olofsson 27 
Hearts 2. Rangers 5 
Robertson 17 Durie 6,34,86 
Hamilton 88 Negri 69p 
Albertz 78 


Kilmarnock 1 Aberdeen 
Wright 27 
Motherwell 2 Dunfermline 
Coyle 61,69 


GELLG 
DIVISION ONE 
Falkirk 2 Airdrie 
Craig 37 McPhee 9 
James 51 
Morton 1 Stirling A 
Duffield 9 Bone 40 
Bennett 42 
Zahani-Oni 47 
Partick T 3 Ayr Utd 
Lyons 14, 52 
Morgan 86 
Raith 3 Hamilton 
Wright 85,90 Clark 21 
McQuade 760g 
St Mirren 0 Dundee 


DIVISION TWO 
Brechin 1 Stenhousemuir 
Hutcheon 75, Little 28 
CaledonianT 2 Forfar 
Cherry 11,78 Mann 23 
Cargill 37 
Queen Sth 2 East Fife 
Eadie 29 Mallan 85 
Moffat 68p 
Stranraer 0 Clydebank 
Adams 63 
DIVISION THREE 
Alloa/Ross Cty postponed 
Arbroath 3 Albion R 
Cooper 27 Bruce 86 
Spence 45 
Grant 90 
Cowdenbeath 0 Berwick R 
Escalon 8 
Finlayson 66 
Dumbarton East Stirling 
Montrose 1 Queens Park 
McGlashan 61 Mercer 29,63 
Edgar 83 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


MladostLucani 1 BuducnostPod 0 

PWD LFA Pts 
Obilic 1713 3 1 3213 42 
CrvenaZve 17 13 2 2 37 10 41 
Partizan 17123 2 4922 39 
Vojvodina 177 5 5 3433 26 
Rad 116 4 71716 21 
Zelernik 176 3 8 2225 21 
Miadost 176 2 9 1730 20 
Zemn «175 4 «8:19:32 19 
Hajduk 175 3 9 1929 18 
Cukaricki 175 2 1018 21 17 
Prokter 174 1 121934 13 
Buducnost 171 6 101129 9 
A Bielefeld 2 KarlsuheSC 1 
Leverkusen 6 VfBStuttgart 1 
Duisburg 2 VALBochum 0 
Kaiserslautern 3. Cologne 9 
VAL Wolfsburg 3 Bayer Munich 3 
1860 Munich 0 Werder Bremen 1 
BDortmund 2 Schalke 04 2 
BM’gladbach 4 HerthaBerlin 2 


PWD LFA Pts 
Kaiserslaut 20 14 3 3 42.25 45 
BMunich 2012 5 3 4325 41 
Stuttgart 2010 5 5 40 28 35 
Leverkusen 209 7 4 4023 34 
Schalke 208 8 4 23 18 32 
Duisburg 208 4 8 2525 28 
WerderB 208 4 8 2430 28 
Wolfsburg 208 3 9 2730 27 
Dortmund 206 7 7 33 30 25 
HRostock 197 4 8 2927 25 
HBerlin 207 4 9 2533 25 
Karlsuhe 206 6 8 32 38 24 
BM’glad 205 7 8 3438 22 
ABielefeld 207 1 1225 32 22 
1860Mun 205 6 9 2234 21 
Hamburg 195 5 9 25 31 20 
Bochum 205 5 1023 32 20 
Cologne 206 2 1232 45 20 


NORTHERN 
IRELAND | 


2 Ards 
2 Portadown 


Cliftonville 
Coleraine 


eon 


Crusaders 3 BallymenaUtd 4 
Glenavon 1 Glentoran 0 
Linfield 0 OmaghTown 0 

PWODLFA Pts 
Portadown 2010 5 5 30 24 35 
Cliftonville 2010 5 5 30 27 35 
Ballymena 20 10 4 6 36 26 34 
Coleraine 199 3 7 3023 30 
Linfield 197 8 4 25 12 29 
Glentoran 207 4 9 2221 25 
Glenavon 206 7 7 2730 25 
Crusaders 206 7 7 3135 25 
Omagh 20.3) 7° 10'25"39" 46 
Ards 20'3° 6 1) 23°42, 15, 


“WALES 


Aberystwyth 3 Bangor City il 
Barry Town 4 Caernarfon Town 0 
Cemaes Yns Mon 0 Caersws 2 


Welshpool 0 ICT Cardiff 2 

PWDLFA Pts 
Bary Town20 19 1 0 76 20 58 
ICT Cardiff 20 15 2 3 3612 47 
Cwmbran 20 14 3 3 43 23° 45 
Rhyl 2012 3 5 35.20 39 
Ebbw Vale 18 11 4 3 42 26 37 
Bangor City!8 11 3 4 37 29 36 
Newtown 1910 5 4 45 32 35 
Carmarthen 19 9 6 4 36 26 33 
Connah’sQ207 8 5 3233 29 
Aberystw 197 6 6 3029 27 
Haverford 186 6 6 31 29 24 
Caersws 207 2 1136 38 23 
Conwy 205 5 1033 39 20 
Porthmadog!9 5 2 1225 39 17 
LLansantff 20 2 10 8 28 44 16 
Flint Town 194 2 1324 41 14 
Rhayader 204 1 152749 13 
Caemarfon 183 3 1222 45 12 
CemaesY 202 3 151949 9 
Welshpool 212 3 162357 9 


ISRAEL 


Maccabi Herzliya 1 Kfar Sava 1 
Tel Aviv 1 Ashkelon 0 
Jerusalem: 0 Hapoel Petah Tikval 
Maccabi Haifa 2 Beersheba 0 
Bnei Yehuda 0 IRLezion 1 
Beit She’an 1 Haifa 1 
Maccabi Petah TivO Betar Jerusalem 1 
Ironi Ashdod 1 Maccabi Tel Aviv 2 

PWDLFA Pts 
BetarJens 159 6 0 36 16 33 
TelAviv 159 5 1 156 32 
Haifa 158 5 2 2615 29 
MaccabiH 158 3 4 27:17 27 
Petah Tikval5 8 3 4 23:17 27 
Ashdod 155 7 3 2119 22 
KfarSava 156 3 6 19 20 21 
Jerusalem 155 6 4 18 19 21 
Herdiya 154 6 5 2019 18 
IRLezion 154 5 6 1822 17 
Maccabi Tell5 4 4 7 16 19 16 
Petah Tikval5 3.7 5 10 14 16 
Ashkelon 153 3 9 1324 12 
Bnei Yehud 15 2 5 8 1220 I 
BeitShe'an 15 2 5 8 1324 II 
Beersheba 151 5 9 1531 8 


Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
December 12-21, 1997 


GROUP 
MATCHES 


Arabia beat 


—Qaudi 
Australia 1-0 in the 
Confederations Cup and 
suffered their first ever 
defeat under Terry 
Venables in 17 matches 
"since the Englishman took 
over, 
Mohammed Al-Khilaiwi 
found the winner five minutes 
_ before the break, thus leaving 
Australia sweating on the 
result of the Brazil/Mexico 
_ game to find out if they were 
_ to make the Semi-Finals. 
The Saudis — out of the 
— competition having lost their 
_ opening two group A games 
— at least left with a victory 
for their German coach Otto 
_ Pfister, soon to be replaced by 
- Brazilian Carlos Alberto 
_ Parreira, 
Pfister said afterwards: “I 
_ must first thank my players 
for this farewell victory. 
However things weren’t 
perfect during the match as 
the players were very tired. It 
was a win with courage and 


By Dwyght Tutfnoll 
with his little 
elf, Aidan 


wi the festive season 
upon us, and Santa 
due in exactly two days, 
ABSW has an exclusive 
story. The Christmas lists 
faxed by all Ericsson Cup 
clubs to Santa Claus. 
They make very 
interesting reading ... 


ADELAIDE CITY: 


Dear Santa, 

The chance to have all 
players available instead of 
half of them being in the 
Socceroo squad is all we ask. 
We have forgotten what our 
defence looks like. 


wwe 


ADELAIDE 
SHARKS: 


Hey Santa, 
Someone else apart from 
Pablo Cardozo who can score 


goals and a few more points 
from away games. 


wre 


BRISBANE 
STRIKERS: 


Dearest Santa, 

Scoring some goals, just 
seven from their first ten is not 
good enough. Bring back the 
good old days Santa. 
Remember that 40,000 for the 
Grand Final? And Andy 
Harper has asked for some 
shooting boots and some good 
luck. Can he have that? And 
you could you have a word to 
‘Wayne Knipe’s hairdresser? 


war 


CANBERRA 
COSMOS: 

Dear Santa, 

No more 8-0 defeats for a 
start! The only other wish is 
not to win the wooden spoon 
‘once again, although it looks a 
tough proposition at this stage. 


Waut 


Branko will need all his little 
helpers to have a merry 
Christmas and a happy new 
year, Can you fix it? 


weer 


CARLTON: 


Dear Santa, 

Hope you liked the media 
kit? Some bigger crowds 
Santa, we are doing well, so 
c'mon be fair! Should we 
move our games to Sunday? 
What do you think? 


wae 


GIPPSLAND 
FALCONS: 


Dear Santa, 

We would like another 
Tony Sekulic and another 
Archie Thompson, and could 
Jim Kourtis be appointed King 
of the Latrobe Valley? And 
could you send a present to 
the 4-5,000 loyal fans that are 
starting to turn up to Falcons 
Park. 


affair until 
surprised Australia with five 
minutes of the first-half 
remaining 


heart.” 


The match was a scrappy 
the Saudis 


Al-Khilaiwi broke through 


the flat-flooted Australian 


defence, courtesy of a lovely 
ball through, and scored 
Saudis’ first goal of the 
competition (having lost to 
Brazil 3-0 and Mexico 5-0 in 
their earlier games). 

Sami Al-Faber had a great 
chance in the 56th minute, 


following good work by 
Saeed Al-Owairan, before the 
Australians upped the tempo 
in an attempt to grab a draw. 
Viduka should have scored 
after Lazaridis sent over an 
inch-perfect cross, and Harry 
Kewell, a second half sub, had 


Group A 
12-12-97 


Saudi Arabia 0 


Mexico 1: Hernandez 80p 
Mori 90 
1412.97 


Australia: 0 
Brazil: 0 


Saudi Arabia: 0 
70, 78, Luna 76 
16-12-97 


Baiano 66 


Australia: 0 


MARCONI 
FAIRFIELD: 


Dear Santa, 

Thank you for that early 
Christmas gift of Pan-Keun 
Kim. He’s a lovely player, 
thanks. The ability to 
consistently string some good 
results together would be nice, 
and Zoran wants his smile 
back, you took it last year in 
Melbourne and now he can’t 
find it. 


we 


MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS: 


Dear Santa, 

Thanks for the early 
Christmas present of Tooheys. 
Now we really will have a 
Merry Christmas, and Adrian 
Cervinski needs a little luck 
with injury. 


wee 
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Mexico 2; Blanco 52, Ramirez 90 
Saudi Arabia 1: Al-Khilaiwi 40 


Brazil 3: Sampaio 65, Romario 74, 81 


Australia 3: Viduka 45, Aloisi 61, 


Mexico 5: Palencia 19, 62, Blanco 


PWD L F A Pts Callejas 90 
Brazil 3°21 0-6 2.7 Sth Africa 3: Radebe 11, Mkhalele 
Australia 3 11 13 2 4 69, Ndlanya 77 
Mexico CE ae UN Si) 
SAmbia 31021 83 UAE 1: Altalyani 78 
Czech Rep 6: Obaid 11og, Nedved 
22, 42, Smicer 31, 68, 71 
Group B 
13-12-97 PWDL F A Pts 
Unguy 33008 49 
UAEO CechR 3 11195 4 
Uruguay 2: Olivera 47, Pacheco 90 UAE Sar0) 2 28a 
SthAfrica 3.0125 71 
Sth Africa 2: Augustine 39, 
Mkhalele 86 
Czech Republic 2: Smicer 20, 40 SEMI-FINALS, 
Australia 1 
15-12-97 Kewell 
Uruguay 0. 
Czech Rep 1: Sieg! 89 Brazil 2 


Uruguay 2 : Olivera 25, Zalayeta 87 
Brazil 3: Romario 41p, Denilson 58, 


UAE 1: Suhail 1 
Sth Africa 0 


17-12-97 


NEWCASTLE 
BREAKERS: 


Dear Santa, 

Apart from the obvious (a 
higher position on the table), 
more wins at home and a 
return to last year’s form. 


> Torrsr 


wee 


PERTH GLORY: 


Dear Santa, 

A bigger ground please. 
Perth Oval simply cannot 
cater for the hordes of people 
wanting to see Glory games. 
No silent nights in Perth with 
our incredible supporters. Can 
you speak to the West 
‘Australian government, give 
the Glory a nice Christmas 
present and build a stadium 
for next season. Perhaps a 
joint venture between Santa 
and the West Australian 
government. And lastly, could 
you make sure the Wolf Pack 
don’t make the Finals, they 
have not been good boys this 
year. 


wae 


Uruguay 4; Silva 12, Recoba 42, 66, 


Czech Ri 


FINAL 


Australia v Brazil 
(report on page 19) 


SOUTH 
MELBOURNE: 


Dear Santa, 

Some decent home form as 
well as a quick return to duty 
from ‘Trimmers’. Some 


consistency is also much 
needed if we are to live up to 
our tag of favourites to win 
the league. 


wie 


SYDNEY UNITED: 


Dear Santa, 

More fans at home games, 
David Mitchell deserves 
bigger crowds at Parramatta 
Stadium because he has been a 
yery good boy this year, as 
haye the hard-working 
marketing staff. May 
Parramatta Stadium be filled 
to the brim, like our Christmas 
stocking. 


Romario, Ronaldo 


a low left foot shot just go by 
the Saudi goal. Even Mark 
Bosnich was in the Saudi 
penalty area in an attempt to 
score a last-gasp goal. In the 
end the hosts eld on for the 
victory. 


epublic 0 


UTS OLYMPIC: 


Yassoo Santa, 

A settled team line-up 
would do Olympic nicely and 
a positive result for all 
concemed with the recent talk 
of mergers and takeovers. 
Let's hope this year is not just 
another Greek tragedy for us. 


www 


WOLLONGONG 
CITY: 


Yo Santa, 

Could the Wolf Pack have a 
few more Scott Chipperfields? 
And would you allow Saint 
Nick Theodorakopoulos to 
become a psychologist, he is 
the master of those mind 
games (just ask those Glory 
boys in Perth). 


SYDNEY 


UNITED 


soccer cLus. 


wae 


war 
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COMMENTS 


Ihe big irony in 

Australia’s 
performances in the 
Confederations Cup, 
before the final, is that 
we won the games we 
should have lost and 
Jost the one game we 
should have won. The 
game against Saudi 
Arabia the Aussies 
dominated with much 
flair and enterprise but 
ended up losing 1-0, 
largely thanks again to 
having squandered 
some good chances. 

But against the three 
other nations, Mexico, 
Brazil and Uruguay we 
were under the hammer for 
the bulk of the game but 
won two of the games and 
drew one. That embodied a 
new quality we hadn't 
previously seen in the 
Venables era, a well 
organised defence which 
knows how to hold a result. 


By Joe Russo 
potted at Marconi’s 
recent home game 

against Brisbane 
Strikers was none other 
than Socceroo and 
Lazio sweeper/libero 
Paul Okon. 

It is a long way from 
Marconi Stadium to the 
Olympic Stadium in Rome, 
home ground of Lazio, and 
for Paul Okon it must seem: 
like an eternity since he 
last wore the light blue 
shirt of Lazio in the Serie 
A. 

Due to his chronic knee 
injury, the 25 year old 
Okon hasn't played a 


18 


In all matches seen before 
our opening game against 
Mexico, the way of El 
Tel’s team has been to take 
the game to the opposition 
and let them worry about 
the defending. 

It is no coincidence that 
the first four games in 
Riyadh coincided with the 
return of Milan Ivanovic as 
sweeper. Well into his late 
30s, the man remains a 
world class player. A 
wonderful reader of the 
game, his keen sense of 
anticipation interyened in 
dozens of potentially lethal 
moves by Brazil and 
Uruguay. He’s not man to 
be seen sli in to make 
crunching tackles. He 
doesn’t need to. His way is 
the way of all classy 
defenders, to intercept and 
steal the ball from 
‘opponents. 

Ivanovic’s long years of 
experience gives him 


Franco Baresi. 


single game for Lazio all 
season. What a shame 
because when he joined 
Lazio some 18 months ago, 
sections of the Italian 
media were already calling 
him the ‘new Franco 
Baresi’. 

Lazio is surely the most 
inconsistent team in the 
Serie A this season. Trying 
to predict what they will do 
next game is like trying to 
guess the outcome of a 
lottery. 

Lazio surely can do with 
Paul Okon, providing he is 
fit and playing to the 
standard we all know he is 
capable of. 


enormous abilities as an 
organiser at the anchor of 
the Australian defence. 
And, of course, helping 
Australia’s good current 
defensive record is his long 
built understanding with 
club colleague Alex Tobin 
and his former club mate 
Tony Vidmar. 

I will admit to having 
underestimated Ivanovic’s 
value to the Australian 
team until the games 
against Iran. I was a 
subscriber to the popular 
view that either of those 
two elegant younger men, 
Ned Zelic or Paul Okon, 
should be chosen ahead of 
Ivanovic in the sweeper 
role. That view is not a 
criticism of Ivanovic per 
se, but a suggestion that the 
higher attacking instincts 
of Zelic and Okon are 


For Paul Okon, playing 
the Serie A for Lazio 
surely beats sitting in the 
corporate boxes at Marconi 
Stadium. 


believing in Santa 
Claus if they believe 
that this club can win 
the scudetto. They 
haven’t won since 1974 
and judging by the 
form so far this year, 
then season 1997/98 
will not bring any joy. 
This club, under 
Chairman Sergio Cragnotti 
and President Dino Zoff, 
the legendary goalkeeper 
and captain of Italy, have 


better for the team. 

Maybe so but we seem 
to have forgotten that the 
sweeper is first and 
foremost a defender who 
may at times be called 
upon to take part in the 
attack. And when 
defending is in order, such 
as against classy, attacking 
teams like Brazil, Mexico 
and Uruguay, the most 
experienced sweeper at 
international level should 
be called. Before Monday 
morning's final, Ivanovic 
had played 58 times for 
Australia with the team 
conceding a total of just 24 
goals, a clean sheat in 60 
per cent of games. I'll have 
that record anytime. 

While the world gazed 
on Australia’s glamour 
young men like Kewell, 
Viduka and Bosnich, for 


spent a fortune in the off- 
season trying to build a 


team. 

‘The sad fact is that they 
have done the same for the 
last few years. 

This year they also lured 
from Sampdoria Swedish 
coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson, and star player 
Roberto Mancini. Add to 
this players such as 
Casiraghi, Boksic, Jugovic, 
Fuser, Nesta, Negro, 
Almeyda, Lopez; Chamot 
and Marchegiani. 

With a squad of this 
quality it gets harder to 
explain to the patient fans 
of Lazio just why the 
scudetto seems so elusive. 


wwe 


Interesting to note the 
list of the top 100 clubs 
for 1997 (published by 
ABSW last week). 
Juventus, finish behind 


axd 
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me it was big Milan who 
was the hero of the 
Confederations Cup. Just 
ask Bosnich, Kalae and his 
fellow defenders. 


www 


Speaking of veterans, 
how sad it is to see the 
end of the international 
careers of Robbie 
Slater and Graham 
Arnold. Sad because 
both, after more than a 
decade of Socceroo 
appearances, have been 
robbed of a chance to 
play in the World Cup. 

They were robbed by the 
calamitous eliminations by 
Israel and Iran in 1989 and 
1997 respectively and, of 
course, the crudity of 
having to face Maradona 
and Argentina in 1993. For 
us who do not venture 
abroad every week to see 
them play, their golden era 
was when they played 
together at Sydney Croatia, 

Arnold, because of his 
workrate, always a 
favourite with coaches, 
deserves particular 
sympathy if one recalls the 
Eddie Thomson era when 


‘lone ranger’ system were 
largely carried on his 
shoulders. As he sweated 
and toiled alone up front in 
a sea of defenders, it was 
the others who got the 
scoring chances and the 
goals, 

Slater’s international 


Barcelona, in second 
place and Inter are 
fourth. 


24th, Vicenza 29th and 
Udinese 93rd. All well and 
good but just where is AC 
Milan? Yes AC Milan, 
undisputed world club 
champions up until two 
seasons ago. 

Of course this is the 
same AC Milan that under 
Arrigo Sacchi and then 
later Fabio Capello won 
everything that there was to 
be won. 

The team was so far 
above the rest that in 
1991/92 they went through 
the season undefeated. 


ai 


AC Milan had names 
such as Gullit, Van Basten, 
Baresi, Rijkaard, Maldini, 
Donadoni, Massaro to 
name but a few. 

So the obvious question 
is how the mighty have 
fallen? But is it really so? 

I would say no and their 
recent form reversal in the 
Serie A would indicate this 
as well. They are 
undefeated in the Serie A 
since their humiliating loss 
to Lecce back in October. 

Since then they defeated 
Sampdoria (away), Brescia 


career picked up 
momentum later because 
he was largely out of 
favour with coach Frank 
Arok in the late 80s, Slater, 
who was ironically 
discovered and groomed by 
Arok at St George, now 
admits the rift was not 
entirely Arok’s fault. But 
whatever, it is certain that 
he would have finished 
with far more caps had it 
not been for this. 


(home), Bari (home) and 
Atalanta (away). They have 
also held both Inter and 
| Parma are 15th, Lazio Juventus to draws (Inter 


and Juve are still 
undefeated in the Serie A). 

With Fabio Capello back 
at the helm and a list of 
players in their squad that 
reads like a ‘who's who’ of 
world football, AC Milan 


are certainly worth 
watching. 
‘The sleeping giant of the 


Serie A is starting to wake 
up. 


wwe 


To show that they 
mean business, AC 
Milan, after weeks of 
speculation, have 
bought Maurizio Ganz, 
the in-form attacker of 
Inter. Ganz will be a 
valuable addition and a 
big loss for Inter. 
Meanwhile no news yet 
on the new coach of 
Brescia. Of course their 
youth coach Ferrario 
remains in a caretaker role, 
until a replacement is 
found for Giuseppe 
Materazzi who parted 
company with the club a 
couple of weeks ago. 
Materazzi came in prior 


asi 
Robbie Slater. 


Slater’s crowning 
performance for Australia 
was against Argentina in 
Sydney in 1993 when 
Michael Platini, watching 
the game on television, 
commented that if France 
had a player like Slater 
they would have qualified 
for the World Cup. 
Thank you Arnie and 
Bulldog. Well played. The 
country has been well 
served by both of you. 


to the season kick-off after 
Brescia sacked Eddie Reja 
before a ball had even been 
kicked, Reja subsequently 
replaced Graeme Souness 
at Serie B club Torino, 


www 


On a sadder note, the 
death of Giovanino 
Agnelli, the 33 year old 
son of Umberto, the 
Juventus President and 
nephew of Gianni, 
Honorary President of 
Juventus and head of 
the FIAT Motor 
Group, sent shock 
waves through the 
Serie A. 

Before the kick-off of 
each game last Sunday, one. 
minute’s silence was 
observed, Agnelli Jnr was 
the heir apparent to Agnelli 
empire but sadly last year 
was diagnosed with a rare 
form of stomach cancer. 
RIP. 


tere we 


Italy 

1905 
The Serie A takes a two 
week break for 


Christmas and the New 
Year. It will resume on 
4 January with Round 
M4, 


Viduka sent-off as jaded Aussies 


By John Economos 


‘orld Champions 
Brazil, without 
mercy, powered 


ahead to ruthlessly teach 
Australia a cruel lesson 
with a methodical 6-0 mas- 
sacre in the Final of the 
Confederations Cup. 

‘The only consolation that 
Australia salvaged is the 
huge cheque of $2 million 
plus for making it to the 
Final. 

Brazil’s lethal twin strik- 
ers, Ronaldo and Romario, 
finished Australia off with 
spectacular hat-tricks apiece, 

Whilst Brazil’s destroyed 
the Australian team, it 
simultaneously served seri- 
ous warning to England, 
Italy, Germany and France 
that they will not easily 
relinquish, or be in the mood 
to release, the World Cup 
trophy at the Finals next 
year in Paris. 

Such was Brazil's 
relaxed, controlled, and geo- 
metrically precise fury one 
cannot even begin to imag- 
ine how the rest of the world 
is ever going to wrench the 
World Trophy from its grip. 

Yet again our magnificent 


goalkeeper Mark Bosnich 
made no less than six heroic 
and incredible point blank 
saves to restrict the flood of 
goals. 

Here it must be noted that 
Australia as well as having 
to cope with the ruthless, red 
hot Brazil, were severely 
handicapped by Thailand's 
referee Mr Prasat. 


Not only did he send-off 
giant striker Mark Viudka 
for a retaliatory foul as early 
as in the 24th minute, which 
in fact crippled Australia, 
but also awarded Brazil, 
seventeen minutes from the 
bell, a penalty for a foul by 
Bosnich on an advancing 
Ronaldo. 

It blatantly was NOT a 
penalty but simply a delicate 
dive by the world’s most 


BRAZIL 6 


expensive striker, which 
allowed the deadly Romario 
10 easiily score from the spot 
and complete his hat-trick. 

Brazil’s ruthless perfor- 
mance seemed to be nothing 
less than savage punishment 
inflicted on Australia for the 
impudence shown in holding 
Brazil scoreless in the pre- 
liminary round. 

Both Brazilian flank mid- 
fielders, Juninho on the right 
and mobile lanky Denilson 
on the left, ripped Australia 
apart down the lines. 

Meanwhile Brazil's 36- 
year old competitive captain 
Dunga, sprayed intelligent 
35-40 metre balls over the 
top into the two corner 
pockets to stretch 
Australia’s defence thin. 

Romario finished top 
scorer of the Conferation 
Cup with seven goals to take 
the ‘Golden Boot’ whilst his 
mercurial skipper, Dunga, 
took out the cheque of 
US$40,000 for the ‘Most 
Valuable Player’ of the 
Finals. 

Australia’s midfield trio 
Foster, Zelic and Aurelio 
Vidmar soon collapsed 
under the power, pace and 


AUSTRALIA 0 


numbers of Brazil’s midfield 
quintet of Juninho, Dunga, 
Sampaio and Denilson with 
flank defenders Cafu and 
Roberto Carlos, in turn, con- 
stantly pushing in. 

Australia could not cope 
with such a savage 


crumble 


left wing-back Stan 
Lazaridis, this time was 
largely contained as the 
Brazilians had obviously 
done their homework on 
blocking his repeated pene- 
tration in Australia’s previ- 
ous four matches. 

Time after time two, 
sometimes three, Brazilian 
defenders swarmed across 


cc 


AUSTRALIA 


onslaught and from the 
moment of Viduka’s depar- 
ture the cause was always 
going to be hopeless. 
Bosnich was just magnifi- 
cent yet again and easily 
Australia’s sole hero in the 
entire tournament. Whilst 
Australia’s lethal weaopen, 


d tears fi 


‘on Australia’s left to block 
the courageous West Ham 
star from penetating. 

In the first 12 minutes 
Bosnich was bombarded and 
constantly under siege, 
blocking rocket drives and 
headers fired in by Romario, 
a Carlos free-kick, plus 


UTit | 


another two point blankers 
exploded in by Romario and 
Juninho. 

Ronaldo drew first blood 
in the 15th minute with a 
single ‘roofer’ from a 
Denilson cutback whilst 
Australia’s only strike came 
in from 19-year old marks- 
man Harry Kewell, in the 
21st, which sailed over the 
horizontal. 

Four minutes after 
Viduka’s red card, Ronaldo 
scored his second with a del- 
icate flick into the far comer 
as he twisted two Australian 
defenders on the left. 

Seven minutes from the 
break Romario scored his 
first, chesting down a cross 
to blast in whilst in the 53rd 
minute, again Romario 
blasted in, this time from a 
Ronaldo flicked on header. 

Ronaldo made it 5-0 in 
the 59th to complete his hat- 
trick whilst Romario com- 
pleted the total scoring and 


his hat-trick when he 
smacked in the ‘Claytons 
penalty’ to end the rout. 
Ever so much can be 
learned by Australia from 
this disastrous debacle 
which did nothing less than 
prove to. us just how much 
further, and just how much 
more work, both on and off 
the pitch, has to be done by 
the Green and Gold if we 
still desire to join the elite of 
world soccer. 
AUSTRALIA: Bosnich, 
Ivanovic, Lazaridis, Horvat 
(Bingley 55), Tobin, T 
Vidmar (Muscat 30), Zelic, 
Foster , A Vidmar (Aloisi 
30), Viduka, Kewell. 
BRAZIL: Dida, Cafu, 
Junior Baiano, Carlos, 
Denilson, Dunga, Sampaio, 
Juninho, Ronaldo, Romario. 
SCORERS 
Brazil: Ronaldo 15, 28, 
59, Romario 38, 53, 75p 
CROWD: 70,000 


Fact File: 


scorer with seven goals. 


Latest news: 


Confederations Cup Player 


Ronaldo has scored 24 goals in 56 games. 
Romario has scored 48 in 72 games. 
Romario is the Confederations Cup highest 


This was the highest scoring final. 
Brazil were the tournament's highest scorers. 


It has been reported that Australia has put in 
a bid to host the next Confederations Cup. 
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Dalglish steps up 
Speed bid 


‘Anxious Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish will today step up his inter- 
est in $11 million-rated Everton 
skipper Gary Speed. 

Eyen before the disappointing 
goalless draw with Derby at St 
James’ Park — in which County's 
Italian midfielder Stefano Eranio 
was sent-off — contact had again 
been made between Newcastle and 
struggling Everton, 

Dalglish has already lodged an 
$8 million bid for the Wales captain 
‘and wants to freshen up a side who 
are rapidly losing ground in the title 
race. 


Everton have suggested a player- 
plus-cash deal, possibly involving 
Darren Peacock, and Dalglish is 
likely to be back on the phone to try 
to push it through, 


FA Cui 
Round-up 


Deiniol Graham once hoped to 
make the big-time with Manchester 
United, 

He certainly did his bit to try to 
keep another dream alive as 
Unibond League side Emley staged 
a magnificent comeback to force 
extra-time against Lincoln, 

The tiny club from Huddersfield, 
attempting to earn a money-spin- 
ning third round FA Cup trip to 
West Ham, were only denied victo- 
ry in the first clash at Sincil Bank 
by an injury-time equaliser. 


‘They created more anxiety for 
their Third Division rivals at a 
snow-covered McAlpine Stadium 
but it was Lincoln who broke the 
deadlock in the 65th minute. Emley 
failed to clear and Jon Whitney 
fired home from 18 yards. 

Substitute Colin Aleide, a former 
Emley player, headed a second four 
minotes later. 

Goalkeeper Chris Marples 
protested that Alcide had handled 
but the custodian was booked for 
his troubles. 

Graham, released by United man- 
ager Alex Ferguson at the start of 
the nineties, pulled a goal back after 
75 minutes with a diving header 
from a cross from Simon Jones. 
Skipper Steve Nicholson equalised 
in the 87th minute with a shot that 
took a deflection. 
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Kenny Dalglish: | want Gary Speed now. 


Emley went -ahead when 
Nicholson scored from the penalty 
spot in the 111th minute after Dean 
Walling brought down Glyn Hurst. 
But five minutes later Lincoln 
scored as Mark Hone tied the game 
at 3-3 to set up a penalty shoot-out, 
which Emley finally won 4-3, 

Meanwhile Scunthorpe proved 
too good for non-League Ilkeston, 
Jamie Forrester and Russell Wilcox 
scoring the first half goals that set 
up a 2-1 victory. Christian Moore 
hit Ikeston’s consolation. 


Foxes' Star Raid 


West Ham have fired the opening 
salyo in what is likely to turn out to 
be a high-priced auction for 
Carlisle’s emerging striker Matt 
Jansen. 

With the big clubs, including 
Manchester United, Liverpool and 
Newcastle, virtually encamped at 
Brunton Park in pursuit of the 20- 
year-old home-reared star, 
Hammers boss Harry Redknapp has 
come in with a $2.5 million bid. 

Carlisle supremo Michael 
Knighton, who is in charge of both 
team and boardroom affairs at the 
Second Division club, has tuned it 
down, however, it is believed he is 
refusing to part with the lively 
young star for less than West Ham's 
bid. 

Derby County have also been in 
touch, offering to set up a player- 
plus-cash exchange, but it's West 
Ham who have been the first to 
come in with a firm bid. 

With only little over a year of 
first-team experience behind him, 
the England youth international, 
who has scored ten League and cup 
goals so far this season, has dis- 
played precocious talent. 

Carlisle, who are struggling to 
beat the drop back into the Third 
Division, are in no hurry to sell, but 
the West Ham bid is likely to trigger 
more lucrative offers from the other 
interested parties, 

The Cumbrian club have an 


impressive record of bringing-on 
youngsters, going back to the days 
of Peter Beardsley. 

Jansen is the latest young pearl, 
but he won’t be allowed to leave 
cheaply. 


Hammer Lama? 


West Ham have decided to wait 
until they know the full extent of 
goalkeeper Ludek Miklosko's neck 
injury before deciding whether to 
pursue Frenchman Bernard Lama. 

"The Czech keeper could be ruled 
‘out for up to three months, but the 
Hammers, who have Canada inter- 
national Craig Forrest as their cur- 
rent No.1, will not be rushed into 
finding a replacement, 

‘The 34-year-old Paris St Germain 
keeper, capped 35 times by France, 
has been searching for a new club 
since being suspended from football 
for three months at the end of last 
season following a positive drugs 
test. 

France coach Aime Jacquet has 
told him he will not be considered 
for the World Cup unless he is play- 
ing regular first-team football. 

Lama was reporte to have con- 
firmed he had already been 
involved in talks with West Ham 
managing director Peter Storrie 
about a move to London. 

But Storrie said he had not 
been in contact with the player, 
although the club had been 
approached by an agent asking 
whether they were interested in 
taking him on Joan until the end of 
the season. 


Asanovic To Go 


Derby County's Croatian inter- 
national Aljosa Asanovic is 
poised for a return to his home- 


Jand. 

The midfielder, 32 last week, 
cannot command a first-team 
place at Pride Park and looks cer- 
tain to return to former club 
Hajduk Split. 

Asanovic, signed from Hajduk 
for $2 million in July 1996, will 
initially return on loan, with 
Derby receiving a fee if he stays 
away. 

Despite playing a major role in 
Derby’s first season back in the 
Premiership, he has managed only 
three appearances during the cur- 
rent campaign, one as substitute. 

He was outstanding for Croatia 
in Euro 96 and is desperate to 
leave Derby to boost his chances 
of playing in next year’s World 
Cup Finals. 


= E = 


‘Merse' To Manage 

Paul Merson has revealed he is 
ready to go into management 
when he quits playing at 
Middlesbrough. 

The 29-year-old said: “I love 
playing but I’m determined to go 
into management after that.” 

‘Merson’s thinking has changed 
since he tackled drink, drugs and 
gambling demons. 

And manager Bryan Robson 
explained how the $10 million 
striker has become the club’s sta- 
tistician since he move from 
Arsenal. 

“He’s our Ceefax. He knows 
everything, from foreign football 
to the lower leagues here,” said 
the Boro boss. 

“He watches all the games, 
soaks up the facts and figures and 
is always talking about it. I think 
it’s happened since things 
changed for him. At one stage he 
would go into the pub and then 
the betting shop after training but 
that’s out now. 

“Instead, he watches games on, 
TY, the sports programs and reads 
alot.” 


Baggie Royle? 


Joe Royle is set to return to 


management with West 
Bromwich Albion nine months 
after resigning at Everton. 


The 48-year-old Royle is the 
top choice to replace Ray Harford, 
who left the Hawthorns recently 
to take charge at Nationwide 
Division One rivals Queens Park 
Rangers. 

Royle has maintained contact 
with the sport during his period 
out of the spotlight, acting as 
scout in the north west for 
England coach Glenn Hoddle and 
performing as an analyst on tele- 
vision, 

The Midlands club clearly 
believe his experience with Oldham 
will prove invaluable in his new 
post. He made his name as a manag- 
er ina Jong reign at Boundary Park, 
taking Oldham, on a shoestring, into 
the top division in 1991, and keep- 
ing them there against the odds until 
they were relegated in 1994, 

In his 12 years with Oldham he 
also guided them to the League Cup 
Final and the semi-final of the FA 


Cup. 

He lefi Oldham three years ago 
for Everton, who were bottom of the 
table when he took charge, and 
made an immediate impact. 

‘They won the battle against rele- 
gation and then scored a shock vie- 
tory in the FA Cup Final over 
Manchester United. 

‘There was hope of real progress 
when they finished sixth the follow- 
ing season. But that hope evaporat- 
ed in the 1996-97 campaign, a sea- 
son which saw the Merseysiders in 
relegation danger again. 

Royle resigned when chairman 
Peter Johnson refused to authorise 
the signings of Norwegians Tore 
Andre Flo, now with Chelsea, and 
Brann Bergen’s Claus Eftevaag on 
transfer deadline day in March. 


Sedloski to 
Wednesday? 


Ron Atkinson is determined to 
rescue his signing of Macedonia 
international defender Goce 
Sedloski, whose $3.5 million move 
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to Sheffield Wednesday has col- 
lapsed because his medical revealed 
a pelvic problem. 

‘Atkinson has proposed a pay-as- 
you-play arrangement for the 23- 
year-old. 


Teenage Record 


Celtic could be set to break the 
British transfer record for a teenager 
with a $6.2 million bid for Ipswich 
defender Keiron Dyer. 

Celtic have been in talks with the 
English First Division club and are 
apparently close to tabling a bid for 
the 18-year-old full back, a club 
spokesman said. 

Dyer has England youth and 
under-21 caps and has been in con- 
sistently good form this season 
despite Ipswich’s struggling cam- 


ign. 

The previous record fee for a 
teenager was the $4.9 million Leeds 
paid Charlton for Lee Bowyer in 
1996. 

If the deal goes ahead it will also 
be Celtic's. most expensive signing 
— edging out the $5.7 million the 
club paid Bolton for defender Alan 
Stubbs last year 


Scottish strugglers Aberdeen 
have joined the race for Barnet 
youngsters Stevie Searle and Sam 
Stockley. 

Aberdeen sent director of football 
Keith Burkinshaw, the former 
Tottenham boss, to watch the 
promising pair, who are also attract- 
ing the attention of Coventry, 
Leicester, Derby, Manchester City, 
West Ham, Tottenham, Queens Park 
Rangers and Charlton. 

Searle, 20, a midfield man, was 


wobbling! 


nalist), 


Celebrity Book 
Review 


By: Steve Darby, SA. Staff Coach & FIFA Instructor for Oceania 


In Ma Head Son — The Footballer’s Mind Revealed 
Written by Pat Nevin & George Sik 


One of the greatest insults to soccer fanatics is the mindless ‘ghost’ writ- 
ten biographies of star players which, in reality. usually end up as books 
better used as primary school readers or to keep your kitchen table from 


However, in recent times there has been an upsurge in ‘different’ soccer 
books that are not only interesting and amusing, but actually make the 
reader think more about the game, often on a different level. 

The best example of this is ‘Left Foot Forward’ by Garry Nelson, so 
when I was asked to review ‘In Ma Head Son’, I thought I was on to a win- 
ner, particularly with Pat Nevin involved (an international player, 
Chairman of the Professional Players’ Association and accomplished jour- 


George Sik, a psychologist, had also written an excellent book on soccer 
‘management, o ‘the literary team could play a bit’. 

Sadly, the book did not live up the potential of the authors, Their 
attempt to examine the psychology of footballers and football teams fell 
into a meandering conversation which touched on a number of interesting 
issues (role of the PFA, dressing room behaviour, qualities in a good man- 
ager, Bosman etc), but it evolved into a gossip session that only scratched 
the surface of important aspects of the.game. 

‘The book was written in conversational style — as an on-going inter- 
view between the authors — and it never really took off. 


signed from Sittingbourne while full 
back Stockley, also 20, came from 
Southampton in the deal that took 
goalkeeper Maik Taylor to The 
Dell. : 


Rangers Chase 
Swede 


Former Sweden coach Tommy 
Svensson has indicated that he 
may be prepared to throw his hat 
into the ring for the Rangeys man- 
ager’s job. 

Walter Smith, who took the 
club to a record-equalling ninth 
successive title last season, leaves 
the hot-seat in the summer. 

Tbrox chairman, David Murray, 
is expected to announce his suc- 
cessor in the New Year and says 
he is looking for a coach from 
northern Europe, who speaks 
good English and has a proven 
pedigree; Svensson appears to fit 
the bill. One name that won't be 
on the manager’s office will be 
Moller-Nielson, despite early 
speculation. 


Ww! 


Threat 


Scotland’s top ten clubs recon- 
yene in Edinburgh, ready to knock 
back a stunning proposal from First 
Division teams in the on-going 
debate about a new Premiership, 

It is understood the First Division 
sides, who met at St Mirren's Love 
Street ground, will be pressing for 
an immediate top flight of 12 clubs 
from next season before they give 
their blessing to the breakaway, 

Not only that, they are apparently 
seeking compensation amounting to 
a minimum $5 million each year for 
the next 20 years to be paid to the 
Scottish League, a sum equivalent 
to $100 million, 


aus 


Similar to a pub conversation about football, it wandered all over the 
place and never deep enough to make you think, An abridged version 
might haye made.a good article for a soccer publication but as a book, a bit 
too expensive for a chat between mates. 


Published by Headline Books, ISBN No. 0-7472-1978-8 


fter all the problems of the War 

finally the normal league program 

resumed, but this was never going 
to be an easy season for any team. The 
pre-war structure was continued, and two 
clubs altered their name; Birmingham 
added City and Clapton Orient became 
Leyton Orient. 

Meanwhile in Division One, Liverpool 
fought off strong challenges from 
Manchester United and Wolves to win the 
title, On May 31 — a late finishing date for 
the season — Liverpool defeated Wolves at 
Molineux 2-1 to clinch the championship. 

At the bottom, Leeds United and 
Brentford finished badly, in fact, Leeds only 
gained one point from a possible 42 in away 
matches. 

With Frank Swift in goal, Manchester 
City won the Second Division title and were 
promoted back to the top flight, conceding a 
miserly 35 goals in 42 
maiches, losing only 
once at home along 
the way. Burnley 
were the other team 
to go up, finishing 
three points clear of 
third placed 
Birmingham City. 

However at the 
bottom, two Welsh 
clubs (Swansea and 
Newport), were 
relegated. 

The two sections 
of the Third Division 
were easily won. The 
North was won by 
Doncaster, who only 
lost three times and 
ended eight points 
clear at the top, while 
in the South, Welsh 
pride was somewhat restored as Cardiff City 
lifted the title, remaining undefeated at 
home. Their record reading: F:60 A:11 in 21 
games, 

Queens Park Rangers finished five points 
behind with Halifax and Mansfield finishing 
bottom in the North and South Sections 
respectively. 

The FA Cup also returned to some 
normalcy and in the semi-finals Charlton 
defeated Newcastle United 4-0 while 
Burnley overcame Liverpool by the odd 
goal, after a 0-0 draw in their first meeting. 

99,000 fans turned up at Wembley to 
Witness the Final between Charlton and the 
Turf Moor side. The match remained 
scoreless after 90 minutes and was only 


decided by Charlton’s Duffy in extra-time. 
For Charlton, winning the FA Cup Final just 
one year after losing in extra-time at the 
same venue must have been a sweet victory. 

The Southern League returned much 
stronger that the previous campaign, with 17 
teams joining up. Due to power restrictions, 
midweek games were restricted and so not 
all games were completed. 

Millwall, who played their Second 
Division team in this league, were massively 
affected and only played 24 matches. 
Gillingham won the league but the Welsh 
side Merthyr Tydfil, with a better goal 
difference, had reason to feel aggrieved at 
not winning themselves. 

The Southern Cup Final was played 
between Yeovil and Gillingham, with the 
‘double’ completed — Yeovil losing 2-4 
‘over two legs. 

A young manager was in charge of 
Yeovil, after winning the job 
over such applicants as Cliff 
‘Boy’ Bastin. The 27-year 
old manager’s name was ... 
Alec Stock. 

In Scotland, Rangers 
continued to dominate the 
League and won Division A 
by two points from Hibernian, 
Celtic had a poor season and 
ended in seventh. Kilmarnock 
and Hamilton finished in the 
relegation spots. They were 
replaced by Division B 
champions Dundee, and 
runners-up Airdrie. 

Cowdenbeath lost out to 
Dumbarton, on goal 
difference, to end as the 
bottom placed club, 
Meanwhile the Edinburgh 
City club didn’t return after 
the War. 

Neither of the Glasgow clubs made it past 
the third round of the Scottish Cup, leaving 
the competition wide open, The semi-final 
results were: Aberdeen 2 Arbroath 0 and 
Hibernian 2 Motherwell 1. Aberdeen won 
the Hampden Park Final by two goals to one. 

A second competition was introduced this 
season — the Scottish League Cup. It was 
run on a mini-group basis with the top 16 
teams going through to the quarter-finals, 
thereafter becoming a knockout format. The 
semi-finals were contested by Aberdeen, 
Hibernian, Hearts and Rangers. 

‘The Final was again played at Hampden 
Park and Rangers won the inaugural trophy 
by defeating Aberdeen 4-0. 


a Ai ound Europ e the Champions were: 


Austria; Wacker Wien (Cup double) 
Belgium: RSC Anderlecht 
Bulgaria: Leyski Sofia (Cup double) 
France: CO Roubaix (Cup: OSC Lille) 
Germany; No League in East or West 
Holland: Ajax Amsterdam 


Italy: AC Torino 
Poland: Warta Poznan 


Portugal: Sporting CP 
Romania: IT Arad 
Russia: CDKA Moskva (Cup: Spartak Moskva) 
Sapin: Valencia (Cup: Real Madrid) 
Sweden: IFK Norrkoping (Cup: Malmo) 
Switzerland: FC Biel (Cup: FC Basel) 


F APts 
42 28 57 
34 35 56 
82 25 56 
38 32 55 
33 38 50 
38 43:49 
31 47 47 
28 29 45 
32 39 44 
22 43 43 
27 36 42 
24 33 41 
29 37 41 
29 51 41 
36 45 39 
24 47 38 
22 26 36 
27 41 34 
23 39 34 
19 55 33, 
26 53 25 
15 60 18 


HARODKHHDAHEAMNEHMOROUNDOAD 


F APts 
29 21 62 
35 15 58 
23 22 55 
21 27 50 
35 30 48 
30 32 48 
35 38 48 
26 42 45 
27 39 43 
36 57 42 
22 54 40 
24 45 40 
21 44 39 
24 52 39 
23 49 39 
36 49 39 
18 44 36 
26 49 36 
34 62 33 
28 60 32 
19 43 29 
20 81 23 


AANBVHAM ADH EUANEORBRONMOD 


DIVISION 3 
North 


Doncaster R 72, Rotherham U 64, Chester 56, 
[Stockport Co 50, Bradford C 50, Rochdale 48, 
Wrexham 46, Crewe A 43, Barrow 41, Tranmere R 41, 
Hull C 40, Lincoin C 39, Hartlepools U 39, Gateshead 
38, York C 37, Carlisle U 37, Darlington 36, New 
Brighton 36, Oldham A 32, Accrington S 32, Southport 
25, Halifax T 22. 


DIVISION 3 
South 


Cardiff C 66, QPR 57, Bristol C 51, Swindon T 49, 
Walsall 46, Ipswich T 46, Bournemouth 44, Southend 
U 44, Reading 43, Port Vale 43, Torquay U 42, Notts 
Co 40, Northampton T 40, Bristol R 40, Exeter C 39, 
Watford 39, Brighton & HA 38, Crystal P 37, Leyton O 
32, Aldershot 32, Norwich C 28, Mansfield T 28. 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


P 
Gillingham 
Guildford City 
Merthyr Tydfil 
Yeovil Town. 
Chelmsford City 
G'send & N'fleet 
Barry Town 
Colchester Utd 
Cheltenham T 
Millwall 
Dartford 
Bedford Town 
Hereford United 3% 
Worcester City 31 
Exeter City (Res) 32 
Bath City 32 
Gloucester City 32 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION A 
FINAL TABLE 


Rangers 
Hibernian 
Aberdeen 
Hearts 
Partick T 
Morton: 

Celtic 
Motherwell 

T Lanark 
Clyde 

Falkirk 
Queen of South 
Queen's Park 
St Mirren 
Kilmarnock 
Hamilton A 


Beortm®so9 


S 


Nes araseoue 


DIVISION B 
FINAL TABLE 


Dundee 45, Airdrie 42, East Fife 31, Albion R 27, Alloa 
27, Raith R 26, Stenhousemuir 23, Dunfermline A 23, 
St Johnstone 22, Dundee U 22, Ayr U 20, Arbroath 20, 
Dumbarton 18, Cowdenbeath 18. 
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SOUTH @ 


— Compiled by Mario Ereharr — 


- “Europe Lacks Skill” 
Says Ronaldo 


Rave launched a scathing 
assault on the attacking 
skills in European soccer, but 
said playing in Europe helped 
turn Brazilians into all-round 
players. 

In an interview with ‘World 
Soccer,’ the Inter Milan striker said 


Caniggia’s Boca 
Foray A Disaster 


ince his return to Boca Juniors, at 

the begining of this year, former 
Argentine international striker 
Claudio Cannigia has played only 
two full games in 22 games in the 
club’s domestic competition, 

In the last three months Cannigia played 
only one full match, against Newell’s Old 
Boys, and in the following game, against 
Velez Sarsfield the striker was sent-off, 
During that period he also suffered a string 
of injuries that kept him out of the team. 

He scored only one goal, while Diego 
Latorre netted nine and Martin Palermo 
seven. 

But for Boca Juniors it has been a very 
bad investment, Cannigia received so far a 
total of US$840,000, an average of 
US$40,000 per game, and only took part in 
nine out of 21. : 

‘The future of Claudio Cannigia will be 
reviewed by Boca Juniors’ officials at the 
end of the season. Boca is three points 
behind arch-rival River Plate, with one 


both Brazil’s national team and the 
players benefited from playing in 
Europe, 

“There is nothing Brazilian players 
can gain technically when they come 
to Europe. Absolutely nothing. From 
that point of view there’s nothing to 
talk about,” Ronaldo said, 


round to go, in the current Argentine 
league first phase. 

In the last round, Boca plays Union at 
“La Bombonera’ while River Plate faces 
Argentinos Juniors away. 

River Plate only needs a draw to win the 
title. Boca, on the other hand, who won the 
Teague for the last time in 1991, must win 
and River must lose, to have a chance to 
play a deciding match with the 
‘Millionaires’. 


“But Brazilian players do gain 
added value when they transfer to 
Europe because, whereas every 
Brazilian player knows how to go 
forward, it’s only in Europe that they 
learn how to defend properly so that 
they develop into all-round 
footballers. 

“They lear how to defend, how to 
work, how to suffer for a result. It’s 
an important learning process.” 

Ronaldo was voted World Player 
of the Year for the second year 
running by the magazine, gaining 27 
percent of the votes. 

Dutch and Arsenal striker Dennis 
Bergkamp was second and 
Gianfranco Zola, Chelsea’s Italian 
star, came third, 

Ronaldo said playing in Italy was 
far more difficult than in Spain where 
he starred for Barcelona. “I did not 
realise how much harder it would be. 
Off the pitch I’ve not had problems. 
But in Spain the tactical options are 
different. There’s much more space 
for players, which makes it easier.” 

In the interview, Ronaldo said he 
believed France would be the greatest 
threat to Brazil retaining the World 
Cup. 

“They have home advantage, 
which counts for a lot, but even more 
important than that, they have a lot of 
really outstanding players,” he 
concluded, 


Bucaramanga 
Make History 


QUINDIO 1 (2) 
BUCARAMANGA 1 (3) 


QUINDIO: Aguirre, Marrero, Rojas, 
Posada, Velez, Victoria, Villa, Murillo 
(83rd Ceballos) , Cardoso (88th Aguilar), 
Tilger, Sandoval (67th Palacios), 


Ronaldo; Critical of skill level in Europe. 


ucaramanga, one of the least 

known clubs in the Colombian 
national league, qualified for the 
first time in its history to the 
Libertadores Cup, and to the final of 
the 1997 Colombian league where it 
will face America of Cali, one of the 
big guns in ‘coffee country’s’ 
football. 


River Win Super Cup 


Alexandrem Fabiano, Marcelinho, 


SECOND LEG 


Mele Salas, who has 
reportedly turned down a 
$20 million move to English 
champions Manchester United, 
scored twice as River Plate beat 
Sao Paulo 2-1 to win the South 
American Super Cup. 

He poked home from close range 
in the 46th minute and clinched 


Franca ( 85th Fabio Melo), Dodo. 

RIVER PLATE: Burgos, 
Hernan Diaz, Celso Ayala, Berizzo, 
Sorin, Monserrat, Astrada, Astrada, 
Escudero, Gallardo, Salas, 
Francescoli. 

SAO PAULO: Roggerio, Ze 


RIVER PLATE: Burgos, 
Hernan Diaz, Celso Ayala, Berizzo, 
Sorin, Monserrat, Astrada (70th, 
Marcelo Escudero), Sergio Berti, 
Gallardo, Salas, Francescoli (67th 
Placente), 


A dramatic 3-2 away victory on 


penalties over Quindio, after a 1-1 draw in 
normal time, took Bucamaranga to the 
Libertadores Cup. 


BUCARAMANGA: Castaneda, 


Restrepo, Montanez, Galarcio, Romero, 
Martinez (57th Gomez), Rodriguez, 
Espana, Moreno (40th Pizarro), Vazquez, 
Ballesteros. 


Carlos, Edmilson, Alvaro, Serginho, 
Sidney, Alexandre, Fabiano, 
Marcelinho, Franca, Dodo. 


victory with a gem in the 57th 
minute. Salas pulled down the ball, 
rounded two defenders and fired 
home to set the celebrations going for 
River. All this after Dodo’s 20 metre 
shot had pulled the Brazilians level 
within a minute of the first Salas 
effort. 

Both teams had a player sent-off 
and nine were booked in a match 
which finished with River Plate coach 
Ramon Diaz ordered from the 
touchline, 

River, who drew the first leg 0-0, 
were given a string of favourable 
refereeing decisions, including a tenth 
minute penalty which Enzo 
Francescoli shot too close to Sao 


Libertadores 
Cup Update 


olon and River Plate will 
represent Argentina in the 1998 
version of the Libertadores Cup, 
after the team from Santa Fe 
defeated Independiente 1-0 in the 
Argentine final elimination round. 
It will be the first time that Colon 


participates and a surprise one because the 
favourites were the ‘Red Devils’, winners 
of the Libertadores Cup in seven 
opportunities. 

‘The underdogs, coached by Uruguayan 
Oirlando Medina Leites, who were 
eliminated from the Conmebol Cup by 
compatriots Lanus in the semi-finals, beat 
Independiente, with a goal scored by 
Marcelo Saralegui. 

“This is a dream come through, and a 


SUIS aS very important step forward for the club. 
Playing at international leyel, in a 
FIRST LEG competition as important as the 


Libertadores Cup, will give Colon a very 
high profile. And for us, the players are the 
ultimate challenge,” said the hero of the 
night, Marcelo Saralegui after the match. 


SAO PAULO: Roggerio, Ze 
Carlos, Edmilson, Alvaro (61st 


Reinaldo), Serginho, Sidney, Marcelo Salas. Scored twice. 
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Juventus (Ita) v Dynamo Kiev (Ukr) 


Monaco (Fra) v Manchester United (Eng) 
First leg: March 4 
Second leg: March 18 


Roda JC Kerkrade (Hol) v Vicenza (Ita) 


Real Betis (Spa) v Chelsea (Eng) 
First leg: March 5 
Second leg: March 19 


Inter Milan (Ita) v Schalke 04 (Ger) 
Lazio (Ita) v Auxerre (Fra) 

Atletico Madrid (Spa) v Aston Villa (Eng) 
First leg: March 3 
Second leg: March 17 


The Venues 


uropean football’s governing 
body, UEFA, have released 
details of the venues for the finals 
of their three major cup competitions. 
The European Cup Final will be at 
Ajax's Amsterdam Arena on May 20, the 
Final of the Cup Winners’ Cup will be at 
es Rasunda Stadium on May 
‘And the UEFA Cup Final, this year for 
the first time, just one match instead of 
the usual two-leg affair, will be at the 
Parc des Princes in Paris on May 6. 


Pelé 
Concerned 


1é is worried about the form of 

the Brazilian national soccer 

team after recent unconvincing 
performances. 

“We have won and settled matches 
thanks to the individual skill of some 
players but the team as a whole worries 
me,” Pelé told reporters. 

The world champions drew 0-0 with 
Australia in the Confederations Cup and 
then beat Mexico 3-2 to win a place in the 
semi-finals of the tournament that took 
place in Saudi Arabia. 

But Brazil have failed to convince the 
media at home that they are ready for the 
1998 World Cup in France, “The team 
makes mistakes but goes through,” read a 
headline in newspaper O Estado de Sao 
Paulo. 

Pelé said he believed manager Mario 
Zagallo would hit on the right formula in 
time for the World Cup and blamed the 
hectic schedule of top players, like out-of- 
form Ronaldo, for the team’s lacklustre 
performances. 

“They have been involved in several 
unnecessary games,” said the former 
World Cup star who is now Brazil’s 
sports minister, 

“They could have played a lot less but 
because of their contracts they have been 
taken back and forth, which is very tir- 
ing.” 


European Champions’ League 


Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) v Real Madrid (Spa) 


Bayern Munich (Ger) v Borussia Dortmund (Ger) 


Cup Winners’ Cup 


Slavia Prague (Czech Rep) v VfB Stuttgart (Ger) 
AEK Athens (Gre) v Lokomotiv Moscow (Rus) 


UEFA Cup 


Ajax Amsterdam (Hol) v Spartak Moscow (Rus) 


Nigeria Sign 
Milutinovic 


rmer U.S. coach Bora 
itinovic was hired to coach 
igeria, the fourth nation he will 
lead into the World Cup Finals. 

Milutinovic, who led the Americans to 
a 31-36-29 record from March 27, 1991 
to April 14, 1995, became Nigeria’s 
fourth coach in 20 months, filling the spot 
vacated when Philippe Troussier left in 
August. 

He also coached Mexico to the quarter- 
finals of the 1986 World Cup, led Costa 
Rica to the second round in 1990 and the 
United States to the same in 1994. 

He, and Carlos Alberto Parreira, will 
be the only men to coach four nations in 
soccer's showcase tournament. Parreira 
led Brazil to the 1994 title after coaching 
Kuwait at the 1982 World Cup and the 
United Arab Emirates at the 1990 tourna- 
ment, 
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England 
Take-away? 


Si English Premiership clubs, 


including Chelsea and Arsenal, 
are chasing members of the 
Chinese national squad. 

Nine English clubs in all are interested 
in star striker Hao Haidong and his front 
line partner Gao Feng, along with nation- 
al captain Fan Zhiyi and fellow defender 
Zhang Enhua. 


Ted Buxton, who was an assistant to 
former England manager Terry Venables, 
was technical adviser to the Chinese 
national side in its failed bid to reach the 
World Cup finals. Buxton, who organised 
a tour to England last summer, said there 
were several players good enough for the 
English league. 

According to the China Daily newspa- 
per, Chelsea, who played the Chinese 
national side in one of the matches, want 
Fan, who plays for former Chinese cham- 
pions Shanghai Shenhua and was player 
of the year in 1996, 

Hao, who plays for current champions 
Dalian Wanda with Zhang Enhua, was 
stopped from moving to Uruguayan side 
Penarol in 1995. 

Arsenal, Southampton and Crystal 
Palace in the Premiership and 
Nottingham Forest of the First Division 
have all expressed interest in Chinese 
players. 

Wang Jungsheng, vice president of the 
Chinese Football Association, said that no 
deal had yet been concluded. 

“We have not yet received letters from 
the interested clubs nor invitations to the 
players,” Wang said. 

He also refused to discuss transfer 
fees, saying it was a “very sensitive ques- 
tion.” 


Switzerland 
Job Declined 


orussia Dortmund’s sporting 

director Ottmar Hitzfeld has 

turned down an offer to take 
over the reins as Switzerland’s national 
coach to replace Rolf Fringer, the 
‘Swiss association revealed. 

Hitzfeld, 49, led Dortmund to the 
European Cup last season before moving 
‘upstairs’ and giving way to Nevio Scala. 
But he said it was “too soon to return to 
Switzerland.” 

He joined the Germans after a success- 
ful spell with Grasshopper Zurich and 
turned one of Germany's best-supported, 
but under-achieving sides, into UEFA 
Cup finalists and double league champi- 
ons before claiming the big prize against 
Juventus last May. 

His contract runs out in 1999 and he 
has hinted he may look for another big 
club post in Europe. He recently turned 
down England’s Tottenham and has also 
attracted interest from Glasgow Rangers 
as well as Real Madrid and Barcelona. 

The Swiss, who dispensed with 
Fringer's services after failing to qualify 
for the World Cup, may now turn to for- 
mer Italian boss Arrigo Sacchi. 

Sacchi is currently not coaching after 
an abortive second spell at AC Milan last 
season. 


Azizi No.1 


| Es star Khodadad Azizi, who 


plays with German club FC Koln, 
was named as the Asian Footballer 
of the Month for November. 

The Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) said Azizi earned the award for his 
two goals against Australia that took Iran 
to the World Cup finals for the first time 
in 20 years. 

Japan's Takeshi Okada won the Coach 
of the Month award for his role in getting 
Japan to the Finals for the first time. 

Okada, who only took over from the 
sacked Shu Kamo at the beginning of 
October, masterminded victory over 
Korea in Seoul, a win that reopened the 
door to the World Cup. 

Saudi Arabia, who have reached their 
second straight Finals, were named team 
of the month. 
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Salas Saga 
Continues 


hilean international striker 

Marcelo Salas will not be joining 

English champions Manchester 
United, according to his agent. 

Salas, who plays for River Plate in 
Argentina, had been a target for United 
for several months. Manager Alex 
Ferguson flew to South America to watch 
him play in a World Cup qualifier in 
November and said he was very 
impressed. 

But English newspapers quoted the 
player’s agent, Gustavo Moscardi, as say- 
ing: “Marcelo has no intention of moving 
to Manchester United now. That’s a deci- 
sion reached by the player, his family and 
myself.” 

Salas, who has 31 caps and scored 11 
goals in 12 games as Chile qualified for 
next year’s World Cup, now seems set to 
go to Italy, with Parma or Lazio the most 
likely destination. 

Although Ferguson will be disappoint- 
ed to have missed out on the 22-year-old, 
who he describes as “a very good player,” 
the resurgent form of Andy Cole and 
tetum to fitness of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
means he has no shortage of firepower. 


Dopey Bread? 


razilian club Internacional 

‘claimed that one of their players 

had failed a dope test because he 
had eaten bread rolls covered in poppy 
seeds on the morning of the game. 

Midfielder Anderson tested positive for 
morphine after a 4-0 defeat by Santos in 
the Brazilian championship, the Brazilian 
Football Confederation (CBF) revealed. 

Internacional doctors said that since 
Anderson was tested they had carried out 
an experiment on four local students, who 
also tested positive for the same drug 
after eating the same type of rolls, which 
had been served for breakfast in the team 
hotel. 

Felix Drummond, one of the doctors, 
said that the quantities of morphine found 
in each student’s urine did not bear any 
relation to the number of rolls eaten. He 
said this was evidence that each person's 
metabolism reacted differently to the 
seeds. 


Scotland The 
Brave 


cotland are trying to arrange two 
matches against Denmark next 
March so they can give as many 
players as possible the chance to 
impress before the World Cup Finals. 
The first-choice team are due to face 
the Danes, who have also qualified for 
France, on March 25, with Ibrox the like- 
ly venue. 


But manager Craig Brown is also anx- 
ious to fix up a B team match so he can 
give his fringe players a run. 


valencia Sign 
ilie 


alencia confirmed the comple- 

tion of the $7million signing of 

Adrian Ilie from Galatasaray 
had gone through as planned, despite 
rumours that the deal had hit a snag 
because the Romanian striker was suf- 
fering from hepatitis-B, 

“The player has a contract, and that’s 
that,” a Valencia spokesman said. 

The spokesman said that Tlie once had 
hepatitis, and, like any former sufferer, 
still had traces of the virus. 

His transfer is likely to mean the end of 
Brazilian striker Romario’s time at the 
club; Valencia currently have more than 
the maximum permitted number of non- 
European Community players on their 
books. 


$3.4 million 
Cvitanovic 


roatia Zagreb’s international 

striker Igor Cvitanovic has 

moved to Spanish First Division 
club Real Sociedad in a $3.4 million 
deal. 

Half the fee will go to the Croatian 
champions and half to the player, 
Viesnik, the Zagreb daily reported. 

Cvitanovic, 27, who has been at 
Croatia Zagreb for eight years, recently 
became the club’s all-time top scorer with 
104 league goals. He is:to sign a three- 
and-a-half year contract with Sociedad, 
currently fifth in the Spanish league. 

A prolific goalscorer, often criticised 
for his lack of aggression, Cvitanovic 
helped Zagreb to their second consecutive 
League and Cup ‘double’ this year, and to 
the third round of the UEFA cup — their 
best European performance in 27 years, 

The predominantly left-footed Osijek- 
born striker has been capped 21 times and 
is likely to feature in Croatia's first-ever 
World Cup Finals’ appearance next year, 
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